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Office of the President
May 3-4, 2019

To the Graduating Class of 2019:

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students at Tennessee State University, 
it is my distinct honor and privilege to extend heartfelt congratulations. I 
applaud you for having reached this extraordinary milestone. Today is a 
momentous occasion for you and those family members and friends who 
supported you during your matriculation, and helped you reach this pivotal 
moment in your academic, professional and personal development. 

As a graduate of Tennessee State University, I am proud of the leadership 
development that I received, as well as the impact that TSU has had on 
the lives of students for over a century. The educational foundation that I received as a student at TSU 
became the underpinning for my professional career, which culminated in my returning home to TSU as 
President.

Now as you begin your professional lives with TSU as your foundation, you have become members of 
a coveted class of individuals who are well equipped to make an impact on our society and to transform 
humankind. As you proceed through your career, always remember to keep your eye on the mark, and 
maintain a high degree of integrity and character. And as you join the numerous alumni who contribute 
to TSU’s excellence, and cement your place in our historic lineage, you do so with our expectation that 
you will utilize the skills, resources, and experiences that you garnered while here at TSU.

It is my hope that you will forever cherish your years at Tennessee State University. Please accept my 
best wishes for a bright and successful future; and may God’s blessings follow you throughout all your 
personal and professional endeavors.

Sincerely,
 

Glenda Glover, Ph.D.
President
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Board of Trustees
May 3-4, 2019

Dear Graduates:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I congratulate you on your graduation from 
Tennessee State University. You should take great pride in accomplishing 
this tremendous goal. 

Congratulations are also extended to your family, friends and all those who 
have played a major role in helping you arrive to this day.  

While here, you have grown both academically and socially as you embraced 
the institution’s motto of “Think. Work. Serve.” We are grateful that you 
chose TSU, and even more so, to be an integral part of this momentous occasion.

I believe you are uniquely prepared to make a difference in our world and impact generations to come. 
You follow in the footsteps of trailblazers, historymakers, and innovators. Please stay connected to your 
beloved alma mater and join the network of thousands of alumni that are BIG BLUE proud. We look 
forward to your active participation in the Alumni Association and returning for Homecoming, along with 
other events. 

Again, congratulations and all the best!

Sincerely,

Dr. Joseph W. Walker III
Chairman
Tennessee State University
Board of Trustees
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Metropolitan Government of
Nashville and Davidson County

May 3-4, 2019

Greetings TSU Graduates:

As Nashville’s Mayor, I am truly honored to have my first opportunity to extend 
congratulations to the 2019 Spring Commencement Class of Tennessee State 
University. I applaud your dedication and your discipline which paved the way 
to this important and significant milestone.

I know how hard you have worked to get to this point in your academic career, and 
I am proud of you for this achievement. I have no doubt that you will continue to 
serve as worthy ambassadors for our great city by building upon Tennessee State 
University’s reputation for excellence.

You have so much potential and I know great things are ahead for each of you. Best wishes, and may the 
wisdom you have gained lead you along a prosperous and rewarding career path.

Sincerely,

David Briley
Mayor
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Bill Lee
Governor

State of Tennessee

May 3-4, 2019

Dear Graduates,

On behalf of the great State of Tennessee, I would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the graduates of Tennessee State University. 

As you begin the next chapter in your lives, I am confident that the knowledge 
you have gained throughout your academic career will lead you on a prosper-
ous and rewarding path. You have had the opportunity to develop your unique 
talents over the past four years and I encourage you to utilize these lessons to 
improve your community and the lives of those around you. Your family and 
loved ones must be extremely proud of your accomplishments and I join them 
in wishing you well as you embark on your next exciting adventure. 

Again, congratulations on reaching this milestone. Maria and I wish you success in all your future en-
deavors.

Sincerely,

Bill Lee
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May 3-4, 2019

Dear Tennessee State University Graduates and Families,

Congratulations on your graduation from Tennessee State University. Your 
degree is your ticket to a better future, and I wish you continued success.  

We live in the greatest nation on earth, and you have graduated from a great 
institution. Over the past 100 years, Tennessee State University has garnered a 
well-earned reputation for serving our community and the nation. I know you 
will represent your school and our state well in all your future endeavors and 
as you hold close the motto, “Think. Work. Serve.” 

Again, congratulations on your achievement, and please accept my very best 
wishes for a fun-filled and reflective celebration. 

 
Sincerely,
 

Jim Cooper
Member of Congress 

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
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United States Senate

May 3-4, 2019

Dear Class of 2019,

Congratulations on graduating from Tennessee State University. I am 
delighted to recognize your achievement, along with your family, friends,
and professors.

You should be proud of this accomplishment.  It took a lot of hard work and 
perseverance to get here.  There may have been times when you thought 
this day would never come, but you pressed forward and are now college 
graduates.  Continue to work hard and persevere through trials as you begin 
your careers or pursue further education.  You have much to offer Tennessee 
and this nation, and I look forward to seeing how you use your education. 
 
It is an honor to serve you in the United States Senate. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can 
assist you in any way.  

Congratulations and best wishes for your continued success.

Sincerely,

Marsha Blackburn
United States Senator
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Tennessee State University
National Alumni Association

May 3-4, 2019

Dear Graduates of the Class of 2019, 

Congratulations on a job well done!

On behalf of the Tennessee State University National Alumni Association 
Executive Board, and the thousands of TSU alumni in this country and abroad, 
words cannot express how honored I am to let you know how proud we are 
of your accomplishments and achievements for which you have worked so 
faithfully. 

Your drive, tenacity, and determination have bought you to this day, your 
graduation from TSU. So we celebrate you today for reaching a much 
deserved milestone in your life. We also thank your family members and your 
close TSU alumni mentors for inspiring, encouraging, and motivating you to 
reach this day and make it a reality.

Celebrate and enjoy your day as there is much work of a different kind in your future. As you have 
learned through our university’s charge, Enter to Learn, Go Forth to Serve, it is now time for you to 
serve your country, your community and your family, while representing your alma mater. 

Finally, to receive your graduation gift from TSUNAA, call the National Office at (615) 963-5885. A 
complimentary one (1) year membership in the Tennessee State University National Alumni Association 
awaits activation by you. We look forward to hearing from you and becoming an active and integral part 
of the TSU National Alumni Association.

Welcome to the Tennessee State University National Alumni Association. 
My Blood runs Blue!!!

Joni L. McReynolds
President, TSUNAA
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Tennessee State University is a comprehensive, urban coeducational, land-grant university founded in 1912 in 
Nashville, Tennessee. The university has two locations – the 500-acre main campus, with more than 65 buildings, 
located in a residential setting along the Cumberland River; and the Avon Williams Campus, located downtown, near 
the center of Nashville’s business and government district.
 
Through successive stages, TSU has evolved from a normal school for Negroes to its current status as an international 
university with students from 45 states and more than 50 countries. By virtue of a 1909 Act of the General Assembly, 
the Agricultural and Industrial State Normal School was created, along with two other normal schools in the State 
of Tennessee, and began serving students on June 19, 1912. Dr. William Jasper Hale was appointed president with 
an original 247 students.
 
In 1922, the institution was elevated to the status of 
a four-year teachers’ college and was empowered to 
grant the bachelor’s degree. The first degrees were 
granted in June 1924. During the same year, the 
institution became known as the Agricultural and 
Industrial State Normal College. In 1927, “Normal” 
was dropped from the name of the College.
 
As the college grew in scope and stature throughout 
the 1920s and 1930s, so too did its impressive roster 
of alumni who embodied the school’s charge: “Enter 
to learn, go forth to serve.” In 1943, an alumnus, 
Dr. Walter S. Davis, was selected to succeed Dr. 
Hale. Dr. Davis led the institution through an era of 
tremendous growth in academics, facilities and athletics leading to worldwide recognition. The Tennessee General 
Assembly of 1941 authorized the State Board of Education to upgrade substantially the educational program of 
the college, which included the establishment of graduate studies leading to the master’s degree. The first master’s 
degree was awarded by the college in June 1944.

History of Tennessee State University
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Accreditation of the institution by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools was first obtained in 1946. 
In August 1951, the institution was granted university status by approval of the State Board of Education. The 
reorganization of the institution’s educational programs included the establishment of the Graduate School, the 
School of Arts & Sciences, the School of Education, and the School of Engineering. Provisions were also made for 
the addition of other schools, including agriculture, business, allied health and home economics.

After Dr. Walter S. Davis retired as president, another TSU 
alumnus, Dr. Andrew Torrence, was named the university’s 
third president. During his tenure, the state legislature 
dropped “Agriculture & Industrial” and officially changed 
the name to Tennessee State University in 1968. Also 
during that same year, TSU faculty member Rita Sanders 
filed a lawsuit, which became known as Geier v. Tennessee, 
alleging a dual system of higher education in Tennessee 
based on race.
 
Dr. Frederick Humphries became TSU’s fourth president in 1975, following the service of Dr. Charles B. Fancher 
as interim president. He was the first president to face the challenge of maintaining the balance between TSU’s 
role as one of America’s preeminent historically black universities and its emerging status as a comprehensive 
national university. During his tenure, on July 1, 1979, the Geier case was settled by a court order merging the 
former University of Tennessee at Nashville into TSU as a result of a court order. The name remained Tennessee 
State University.
 
Dr. Otis Floyd became TSU’s fifth chief executive in 1987 and continued moving the university forward, following 
the service of Dr. Roy Peterson as interim president. In 1988, the university received an unprecedented $112 million 
from the state general assembly for capital improvements. Under this plan, nearly all buildings on campus were 
renovated, and eight new buildings were constructed, including the Floyd-Payne Campus Center, the Ned McWherter 
Administration Building, the Wilma Rudolph Residence Center and the Performing Arts Center.
 
In 1990, the Tennessee Board of Regents appointed Dr. Floyd as its chancellor, opening the way for Dr. George Cox 
to serve in an interim capacity until Dr. James Hefner was selected as the University’s sixth president in 1991. Dr. 
Hefner supervised additional improvements to campus facilities and fostered enrollment growth to an all-time high. 
The Otis Floyd Nursery Crops Research Station in McMinnville was dedicated in 1996 and, in 1999 researchers at 
the TSU Center for Automated Space Science were the first to discover a planet outside the solar system.
 

Dr. Melvin N. Johnson became the university’s seventh president 
in June 2005, and was instrumental in continuing to bring 
national attention to the university by recognizing the Freedom 
Riders, engaging the university in the Tennessee Campus 
Compact and was awarded $8 million for Race to the Top Funds 
by President Barack Obama. After Dr. Johnson’s retirement, Dr. 
Portia Shields served as interim president from 2011-2012.
 
In the university’s second century of academic excellence 
and service, Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover became the eighth 
president and first woman to lead the 100-plus year institution 
in January 2013. Under her leadership two new colleges have 
been established as well as new programs which resulted from 
a Comprehensive Academic Program Review. President Glover 
continues to make changes to further emphasize the excellence 
for which Tennessee State University is internationally known.
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Through its eight colleges and schools, TSU offers 45 bachelor’s degrees, 24 master’s degrees, and 7 doctorate 
degrees: biological sciences, computer information systems engineering, psychology, public administration, 
curriculum and instruction, administration and supervision, and physical therapy.

In summary, during its 100-plus year history, eight presidents and five interim presidents have served the institution. 

	 William Jasper Hale 	 1912-1943
	 Walter S. Davis 	 1943-1968
	 Andrew P. Torrence 	 1968-1974
	 Charles B. Fancher 	 1974-1975 (Interim)
	 Frederick S. Humphries 	 1975-1985
	 Roy Peterson 	 1985-1986 (Interim)
	 Otis L. Floyd 	 1987-1990, 1986-1987 (Interim)
	 George W. Cox 	 1990-1991 (Interim)
	 James A. Hefner 	 1991-2005
	 Melvin N. Johnson 	 2005-2011
	 Portia Shields 	 2011-2012 (Interim)
	 Glenda Baskin Glover 	 2013-Present
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Eighth President
Glenda Baskin Glover, Ph.D., JD, CPA
	
Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover serves as President of Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, a position she has held since January 
2013. Under her leadership as the university’s first female president, 
student enrollment has continuously ranked among the highest amid the 
nation’s HBCUs. TSU has also experienced a significant increase in alumni 
fundraising, research dollars and academic offerings with her at the helm. 

Dr. Glover is a certified public accountant, an attorney, and is one of two 
African American women to hold the Ph.D-CPA-JD combination in the 
country. Her past employment also includes high level positions in the 
corporate sector as she is among few women to rise to the heights to 
serve on corporate boards of publicly traded corporations. These include 
Pinnacle Financial Partners, The Lenox Group, Citigroup-Student Loan 
Corporation and First Guaranty Bancshares, where she chairs the audit 
committee, and is experienced in corporate governance. She is a frequently 
sought keynote speaker at churches, national conventions, professional 
associations and community groups. 

Her educational development began as a student at Tennessee State University, where she majored in 
mathematics. After graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree, she pursued the Master of Business 
Administration from Clark Atlanta University. She then completed her doctorate in business from George 
Washington University, and later completed her law degree from Georgetown University. 

Dr. Glover is a member of several professional, civic, and non-profit organizations. She is also the recipient of 
numerous awards and honors. She recently received the prestigious Thurgood Marshall College Fund Education 
Leadership Award as the 2018 HBCU President of the Year. In 2013, she was named to Diverse Issues in Higher 
Education’s prestigious list as one of the “Top 25 Women in Higher Education.”

Dr. Glover is a member of several professional, civic, and non-profit organizations. She and her husband, 
Charles, are the parents of two adult children, Attorney Candace Glover, and Dr. Charles Glover II. They are 
also the proud grandparents of two grandsons, Lincoln Mathis Glover and Langston Emmanuel Datcher.
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Notable Alumni of Tennessee State University
Tennessee State University graduates become local, regional, national, and international leaders:

Traci Otey Blunt, Senior Vice President of Corporate 
Communications for the National Football Leaguer.
Ralph Boston, Chandra Cheeseborough, Barbara Jones-
Slater, Edith McGuire-Duvall, Wilma Rudolph, and 
Wyomia Tyus, Olympic gold medalists. 
T. B. Boyd III, president and chief executive officer, R. H. 
Boyd Publishing Corporation.
Xernona Clayton, retired vice president for urban affairs 
with Turner Broadcasting/CNN and founder/CEO of the 
Trumpet Awards.
Dr. Deborah A. Cole, former president and chief executive 
officers of Citizens Savings Bank & Trust Co.
S. Allen Counter, explorer and Harvard neurophysiologist.
Richard Dent, the first TSU alumnus to be inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame.
The Honorable Myra Hudson Dixon, Chief Judge of the 
Fulton County State Court (Atlanta, GA)
Harold E. Ford, Sr., the first African-American to represent 
Tennessee in the U.S. Congress.
State Senator Brenda Gilmore, Senator for the 19th District 
in the Tennessee General Assembly since 2019; former 
member of the Tennessee House of Representatives, 54th 
District; Served on the Nashville Metro Council from the 1st 
District from 1993-2003.
Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover, first female president of 
Tennessee State University, and one of only two African-
American women to hold the Ph.D.-CPA-JD combination in 
the nation.
Moses Gunn, renowned actor who in 1977 received an 
Emmy nomination for his appearance as tribal chieftain 
Kintango in the ground-breaking miniseries, Roots; Founder 
of the Negro Ensemble and received several Obie Awards for 
his off-Broadway work.
Former State Senator Thelma Harper, Senator for the 19th 
District in the Tennessee General Assembly since 1991-2018. 
Her political career has led to the position of delegate for the 
1980, 1984, 1988 and 1992 Democratic National Conventions.
Claude B. Humphrey, a former American football defensive 
lineman in the National Football League for the Atlanta 
Falcons and Philadelphia Eagles. He is a 2014 inductee into 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame.
Dr. Bobby Jones, executive producer of the Bobby Jones 
Gospel Show and Ambassador-at-large of the Commonwealth 
of Dominica.
Ed “Too Tall” Jones, retired American NFL Football Player 
spent 15 years with the Dallas Cowboys from 1974-1978 and 
again from 1980-1989.
Harvey Johnson, the first African-American mayor of 
Jackson, Mississippi.

Dr. Richard Lewis, an entrepreneur and president of Lewis 
& Wright Funeral Home in Nashville, as well as chief 
financial officer of the AME Church.
Rep. Harold M. Love, Jr., Member of the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, 58th District; Pastor of Lee Chapel 
A.M.E. Church.
Obie L. McKenzie, retired managing director at BlackRock 
in the Account Management Group, one of the largest 
publicly traded investment firms in the United States. He 
ranks among the Top 10 African-Americans on Wall Street.
Dr. Edith Peterson Mitchell, former President of the 
National Medical Association and Clinical Professor of 
Medicine and Medical Oncology at Jefferson Medical 
College of Thomas Jefferson University.
Lloyd W. “Fig” Newton, 4-star general, retired as highest 
ranking African-American in the Air Force.
Jo Ann North, a former Davidson County Property Assessor, 
and first woman elected as an At-Large member of the 
Metropolitan Council of Nashville, Davidson County.
Jesse Russell, pioneer in the development of the cellular 
telephone.
Dr. Catana Starks, former faculty member and department 
chair, was the first female head coach of an NCAA Division 
I men’s golf team, and coached the team to the National 
Minority Golf Championship in 2005. Starks story has been 
captured and shared with the world in the feature film, From 
the Rough.
Carla Venita Thomas, an American singer, who is often 
referred to as the ‘Queen of Memphis Soul.’
Dr. Maria Thompson, former president, Coppin State 
University, Baltimore, Maryland.
Dwayne Tucker, Campus Executives, LLC – Nashville 
Management Group; Chairman of Board of Trustees for the 
TSU Foundation.
Dr. Levi Watkins, Jr., M.D., obtained worldwide recognition 
for implanting the first defibrillator for the heart; former 
associate dean and cardiac surgeon at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine.
A.C. Wharton, former mayor of Memphis, Tennessee, 
and former mayor of Shelby County (TN) – first African-
American to serve.
Kevin Williams, immediate past president and managing 
director of General Motors Canadian operations; a TSU 
Foundation Board of Trustees member.
Oprah Winfrey, owner of Oprah Winfrey Network, Talk 
Show Host, Television Producer, Philanthropist, and Actress. 
Brenda Wynn, Davidson County Clerk, first African-
American female to win an election to a constitutional office 
in the county.
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Vision, Mission and Core Values
VISION STATEMENT

Tennessee State University aspires to achieve national and international prominence, building on its heritage 
and preparing leaders for a global society.

MISSION STATEMENT
Building on its heritage, Tennessee State University will be the premier, comprehensive, urban institution that 
inspires students to innovatively transform our city, state and world.

CORE VALUES
Tennessee State University maintains the following core values:

• Excellence			   • Learning
• Accountability			  • Integrity
• Shared governance		  • Diversity
• Service

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Tennessee State University, an HBCU and 1890 land grant institution, is a major state-supported urban and 
comprehensive university. This unique combination of characteristics differentiates the university from others 
and shapes its instructional, research, and service programs designed to serve Metropolitan Nashville, Middle 
Tennessee, the State of Tennessee, the nation, and the global community. The university is committed to 
maintaining its diverse student body, faculty, and staff.

Tennessee State University provides quality instruction through academic programs which are broadly 
comprehensive at the baccalaureate and master’s levels. Doctoral programs are offered in select areas where 
the University exhibits strength in instruction and research and consistent with the University’s unique mission. 
The University’s educational programs are intended to increase the student’s level of knowledge, enhance the 
student’s skills, and expand the student’s awareness.

Tennessee State University is committed to engaging in pure and applied research which contributes to the body of 
knowledge and which broadens the application of knowledge. Whenever possible, the university strives to provide 
its students with the opportunity to be involved in the research activities of the faculty and academic staff.

Tennessee State University serves its constituents through an array of programs and services which apply the 
knowledge, skills and discoveries of the instructional and research units at the institution. These services are 
intended to broaden the perspectives and enhance the quality of life of the University’s service constituents.

Tennessee State University expresses its commitment to students’ overall development by promoting lifelong 
learning, scholarly inquiry, and a commitment of service to others. Programs and services are geared toward 
promoting and nurturing students’ growth and development as persons who are liberally educated, appreciate 
cultural diversity and embody a sense of civic and social responsibility.

Tennessee State University projects itself to its students, faculty, and alumni and to the citizens of the State 
through the motto, “Think. Work. Serve.” Tennessee State University remains committed to the education of a 
non-racially identifiable student body and promotes diversity and access without regard to race, gender, religion, 
national origin, age, disability, or veteran status.
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Executive Officers
	 Dr. Glenda Baskin Glover	 President
	 Dr. Alisa L. Mosley	 Interim Vice President, Academic Affairs
	 Mr. Horace Chase	 Vice President, Business and Finance
	 Dr. Tracey D. Ford	 Vice President, Student Affairs
	 Dr. Lesia Crumpton-Young	 Vice President, Research and Institutional Advancement
	 Dr. John Cade	 Vice President, Enrollment Management & Student Success
	 Dr. Curtis Johnson	 Chief of Staff
	 Ms. Kelli Sharpe	 Assistant Vice President, Public Relations & Communication
	 Chief Gregory Robinson	 Assistant Vice President and Chief of Police 
	 Attorney Laurence Pendleton	 General Counsel & Secretary, Board of Trustees
	 Ms. Teresa Lawrence-Phillips	 Director, University Athletics
	

Academic Deans
	 Dr. Chandra Reddy	 Dean, College of Agriculture
	 Dr. Millicient Lownes-Jackson	 Dean, College of Business
	 Dr. Heraldo V. Richards	 Interim Dean, College of Education
	 Dr. S. Keith Hargrove	 Dean, College of Engineering
	 Dr. Ron Barredo	 Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
	 Dr. Gloria Johnson	 Dean, College of Liberal Arts
	 Dr. Lonnie Sharpe	 Interim Dean, College of Life and Physical Sciences
	 Dr. Michael Harris	 Dean, College of Public Service
	 Dr. Robbie K. Melton	 Dean, School of Graduate and Professional Studies
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Accreditation and Affiliations
Tennessee State University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools (SACS) to award the associate, bachelor’s, master’s, specialist in education and doctoral 
degrees. In addition, the following programs and associations support the high quality education available on 
the TSU campuses.

College of Agriculture
Family and Consumer Sciences (B.S. American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, American 

Dietetics Association)

College of Business
Business (B.B.A., M.B.A., AACSB is the Association of Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International)

College of Education
Education (B.S., M.S., M.A.Ed., Ed.S. Ed.D: National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Psychology (B.S., Ph.D with concentration in Counseling: American Psychological Association (APA)

College of Engineering
Aeronautical & Industrial Technology, Architectural & Mechanical Engineering, Civil & Environmental

Engineering, Electrical & Computer Engineering (B.S.: Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology)

College of Health Sciences
Cardio-Respiratory Care Sciences (B.S.: Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs)

Dental Hygiene (A.A.S., B.S.: Commission on Dental Accreditation)
Health Care Administration and Planning (B.S.: Association of University Programs in Health Administration)
Health Information Management (B.S.: Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs in 
collaboration with the Council on Education of the American Health Information Management Association)

Medical Technology (B.S.: National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences)
Occupational Therapy (M.O.T.: Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the 

American Occupational Therapy Association.)
Physical Therapy (D.P.T.: Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE))

Speech Pathology and Audiology (B.S., M.S.: Council of Academic Accreditation of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association)

Nursing (A.A.S., B.S.N., M.S.N.: The Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing)

College of Liberal Arts
Art (B.A.: National Association of Schools of Art & Design), Music (B.A.: National Association of Schools of 

Music), Social Work (B.S.: The Council on Social Work Education)

College of Life and Physical Sciences
Committee on Professional Training (CPT) of the American Chemical Society (ACS)

College of Public Service
Public Administration (M.P.A.: The National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and Administration)
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College of Agriculture
The College of Agriculture offers teaching, research and extension functions and B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees 
through four academic units: the Institute of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Research, the Cooperative 
Extension Program, and four research centers—the Center for Prevention Research, the Otis L. Floyd Nursery 
Crops Research Center, and the Agricultural Research and Education Centers at Nashville and Ashland City. 
The academic units are: the Department of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, the Department of 
Biological Sciences, the Department of Chemistry, and the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences. 
Recently, the College has been improving and expanding, including some of these highlights:

•	 Agricultural enrollment has more than doubled while 
graduate student enrollment has increased eight-fold. 

•	 In early 2018, the U.S. Department of Agriculture awarded 
more than $2 million in teaching, research and extension 
capacity building grants to seven Tennessee State University 
professors in the College of Agriculture.

•	 In 2018, the College opened six new laboratories and 
re-opened five newly remodeled labs, bringing the total 
number of state-of-the-art laboratories at the College to 35. 

•	 In 2017, the College received nearly $500,000 from the federal government to expand its research on 
goat meat production. 

•	 The Dean’s Scholars Program and pre-college summer apprenticeship programs continue to attract 
highly qualified students. 

•	 The College’s educational programs help educate minorities in STEM fields and offer pre-professional 
programs in medical, dental and veterinary medicine.

•	 Through youth and community development programs (4-H and FFA), the College teaches and 
encourages youth in science and engineering, as well as valuable leadership and life skills.

•	 In 2011-2012, TSU agriculture received the highest dollar amount grants and contracts among peer institutions. 
In fact, the college’s current research outlays are about $55 million—a three-fold increase in four years.

•	 Research in the College is focused on bio-energy, environmental sustainability, human health/nutrition/
obesity/cancer, food safety and food security.

• The Nursery Crops Research Center at McMinnville provides 
leadership, research and support for improving the Tennessee 
Nursery industry.

•	 University outreach in Tennessee communities has expanded 
to include agents in 50 counties—another three-fold increase 
in four years. Technical assistance is provided to farmers, 
homeowners, and the general public on a variety of issues 
including crop, animal production and human health.

•	 The college has engaged in multiple construction projects 
including a 25,000 square foot Agricultural Biotechnology 
building, six new greenhouses, a new landscape studio, an 
agricultural education workshop, and a field research support 
building—totaling a commitment of nearly $11 million.
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College of Business
Tennessee State University’s College of Business was the first business school in Nashville to earn dual 
accreditation from the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB International), the 
most prestigious accrediting body for business schools. The College of Business earned its initial accreditation 
from AACSB in 1994. Such achievement resulted in Tennessee State University becoming the first university 
in Nashville and the first public Historically Black College and University (HBCU) in the country to gain dual 
accreditation at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

•	 The College of Business has approximately 900 students and is 
also home to nationally recognized outreach programs including 
its Nashville Business Incubation Center, Tennessee Small 
Business Development Center, Office of Business and Economic 
Research, and Office of International Business Programs. 

•	 The university’s new Executive MBA program is helping to 
make Nashville even more competitive when it comes to business 
leadership. The 12-month program, which starts in the fall, is 
delivered in a hybrid format consisting of both in-person and 
online course offerings. Program participants also have the 
opportunity to spend 10 days studying outside the United States 
to broaden their understanding of global leadership.

•	 The College of Business offers Bachelor of Business Administration programs to undergraduates in 
Accounting, Business Administration, Business Information Systems, and Economics and Finance. 
Concentrations are available in Supply Chain Management, Marketing, Management, Human Resource 
Management, Hospitality, Real Estate and Urban Development, Business Information Systems—
Industry, and e-Business Technology. Additionally, the College offers minors in General Business, 
Entrepreneurship, and International Business. At the graduate level, the Master of Business Administration 
is offered with concentrations in Accounting, Management of Information Systems, Healthcare Economics 
and Management, and Supply Chain Management.

• Recently, 24 students participated in study abroad programs that included China, Italy, and the great 
European capitals. Additional efforts in international education include a memorandum of understanding 
with Tianjin University in China and Meliksah University in Turkey; both initiatives are aimed at 
increasing enrollment in the College’s MBA program. 

•	 Accreditation and assurance of learning remain a top priority as the College continues with strategies and 
processes to gain separate accreditation in Accounting from AACSB International. 

•	 The College successfully recruited two distinguished scholars to hold the Frist Chair of Excellence 
in Business with a focus in Accounting and the newly endowed Chair of Excellence in Banking and 
Financial Services. The College is continuing its efforts to raise funds for a third Chair of Excellence in 
Supply Chain Management.

•	The College of Business has established alliances 
with a long list of community organizations that 
provide resources earmarked for internships and 
scholarships, business industry needs assessments, 
and recommendations for continuous curriculum 
improvements. The COB community partners include: 
Corning, Dell, Boeing, HCA, Lemark, Ernst & 
Young, Asurion, Regions Bank, KraftCPAs, Nissan, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, just to name a few. 

•	The Financial Trading Room is a state of the art 
facility designed to give students hands-on training and 
knowledge regarding the stock market and trading.
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College of Education
The College of Education is rooted in the historical purpose of the Tennessee Agricultural and Industrial State 
Normal School—now Tennessee State University: “to prepare teachers and leaders to meet the demands for more 
efficient and practical service in the public schools and life.” Today, the College of Education continues to fulfill 
that purpose in the community it serves. 

•	 More than 90 percent of graduates in the Professional School Counseling Program 
have obtained positions in the Middle Tennessee School System. The impact of 
the College is evident in school leadership as well. More than 40 percent of the 
principals in the Metropolitan Nashville Public School System attended TSU.

•	 In 2017, TSU was one of only four institutions in the state, designated as Education 
Preparation Programs, to receive the Tennessee Innovation in Preparation award, or 
TIP. Such grants, awarded by the Tennessee Department of Education, are designed 
to support an increase in the development of a diverse educator workforce, an 
increase in the production of educators in high-demand licensure areas, and 
promote collaboration to improve educator preparation in literacy.

•	 The College of Education at TSU along with other universities, such as 
Vanderbilt, partnered with the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards (National Board) to obtain a $3 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education under its i3 (Investing in Innovation) grant 
competition. The grant aims to improve teacher preparation and enhance early-career teaching support, with 
the ultimate goal of promoting student achievement in grades 3-6 mathematics and science in high-need 
schools. Entitled, Building a Pipeline of Teaching Excellence, the project will utilize the national board’s 
extensive repository of resources on teaching, such as video case studies of best practices to support TSU’s 
teacher preparation program, and seven local education agencies. 

•	 The Ph.D. Program in the College’s Department of Psychology is home to one of two HBCU’s with 
accreditation in Counseling Psychology from the American Psychological Association (APA). The program’s 
emphasis in Social Justice and Diversity is supported through a multicultural-focused curriculum, grants 
from the National Science Foundation, faculty mentored student research, brown bags and other co-curricular 
activities, and a variety of practicum experiences that focus on underrepresented and underserved populations.

•	 The Bachelors of Science in Psychology offered by the College aims to prepare majors for both careers and 
graduate school by providing students with a contemporary psychology curriculum and a variety of High 
Impact Practices (HIPs) including: Study Abroad, Honors Courses, Work-Based Learning, and Undergraduate 
Research. Faculty with expertise from neuroanatomy to social psychology mentor students in faculty-led 
projects, and majors may opt to design and conduct original research in their capstone course. About 40% of 
TSU psychology majors pursue graduate degrees.

 •	The College of Education, a partner with the Educational Testing Service, succeeded in obtaining a Race to 
the Top grant three years ago, making TSU one of the few institutions to acquire the competitive funds. The 
grant has allowed the College to provide professional development in mathematics instruction for practicing 
elementary school teachers throughout Tennessee. 

•	 The Colleges of Education; Engineering; and Agriculture, Human, 
and Natural Sciences have collaborated to obtain a National Science 
Foundation grant, entitled Career Commitment and Retention in 
STEM: Building the STEM Workforce. The project is designed 
to develop and validate culturally-appropriate career management 
intervention for science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) majors.

The Teacher Education Program is undergoing a major redesign that 
will place teacher candidates at a school site for a year-long residency 
during the senior year. The new initiative, Ready2Teach, is scheduled 
for full implementation in fall 2013 and will involve intense mentoring 
for candidates and teachers who will engage in co-teaching.
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College of Engineering
The College of Engineering is challenged and committed to providing the highest quality industry-driven 
curricula in Engineering, Technology, Mathematical Sciences and Computer Science to meet the growing 
demand for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) professionals in industry, government and 
entrepreneurship. 

•	 The College currently provides bachelor’s degrees 
in Architectural, Civil, Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering with several concentrations such as 
manufacturing, environmental, facilities and computer 
engineering. The college also awards degrees in 
Aeronautical & Industrial Technology, Computer 
Science, Mathematical Sciences and graduate degrees 
for the Master of Engineering and M.S. and Ph.D. in 
Computer and Information Systems Engineering.

•	 The College of Engineering’s students and faculty 
continue to receive national recognition for their 
top-notch research. Students from the College 
recently received praise for their design of a special 
transport vehicle for the U.S. Air Force Special Operations Force. Studies by several graduate and 
undergraduate students have also been used by local city officials to determine the safety of bridges 
around Nashville.

•	 Recognizing the need for developing graduates with an appreciation for global awareness, solid 
engineering fundamentals and professionalism, the college strives to develop and promote an 
educational experience that produces the “global engineer” through life or language learning, a 
FE-based (Fundamentals of Engineering) curriculum for outcome assessment and critical skills 
in research, design, problem solving and communication. A dedicated faculty and staff seek to 
integrate innovative approaches to instruction, laboratory experience and internships to address the 
contemporary challenges of the profession and engage the community through service and outreach.

•	 The College of Engineering’s programs complement the student learning experience with aggressive 
research initiatives in areas such as intelligent sensors, robotics, manufacturing, environmental 
issues, data fusion, cyber-security, renewable energy, nano-materials and signal/image processing. 
The Engineering Research Institute (ERI) serves as the primary entity to collaborate and partner with 

industry and government, complemented by 
several research centers in specific areas of 
scientific investigation.

•	 As the leading producer of African-
American engineers in the state, the college 
continues to strengthen its partnerships with 
local, regional and national corporations 
and government. Producing a diverse 
population of graduates has prepared 
quality students for employment with 
companies such as IBM, GM, Corps of 
Engineers, TDOT, Raytheon, Lockheed 
Martin, P&G, and Boeing and the U.S. 
Navy and Air Force.
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College of Health Sciences
The College of Health Sciences at Tennessee State University serves 742 
students in programs ranging from Associate to Doctoral degrees. Some 
unique aspects of the College are:

• The College offers two Clinics that serve the public: Dental Hygiene 
and Speech and Language – at low or no cost.

• The College’s Dental Hygiene program has two degrees, an AAS in 
Dental Hygiene and a BS Degree Completion. Our state-of-the-art 
Dental Hygiene Clinic utilizes emerging equipment and technology, 
and provides service to nearly 600 patients a year, including students, 
as well as the Greater Nashville Community. We currently maintain 
83% persistence to graduation rate, along with two (2) year didactic/
written based - National Board Dental Hygiene Examination, 
(NBDHE) pass rate of 94% and clinical based - Southern Regional 
Testing Agency, (SRTA)test score of 94% that lead to professional licensure.

• The Department of Speech Pathology and Audiology offers a Master of Science (MS) Degree in both 
traditional and distance education formats. The online graduate progam in Speech and Hearing Science holds 
the distinction of being the first distance education program at Tennessee State University as well as the first 
distance education program in the area of Speech-Language Pathology in the State of Tennessee.

• The School of Nursing offers two career mobility accelerated degree completion programs in nursing including: 
the LPN-AASN/RN Program and the RN/BSN Program, each specifically designed for the working nurse.

• The Physical Therapy Program has a partnership with LEND (Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental 
Disabilities) program with Vanderbilt University. The two-year aggregate pass rate of graduates of the 
Doctorate of Physical Therapy program for the classes of 2016 and 2017 is 97 percent.

• The College has a new partnership with Hillwood High School’s Academy of Health Sciences.
• The Occupational Therapy program has ten year accreditation through ACOTE; job outlook according to 

U.S. News & World Report, January 2018: OT is ranked number 11 of the Best Jobs for 2018. Class of 2018 
passrate is 93 percent as of August 2018. 30 students admitted annually.

• The Public Health, Health Administration and Health Sciences programs offer two undergraduate degrees and one 
graduate degree program: Health Sciences, Health Care Administration and Planning and Master in Public Health.

• The Cardio Respiratory Care program has an overall employer satisfaction of 100 percent.
• The Health Information Management program has an overall 95 percent retention rate of students accepted 

junior/professional level class and over 90 percent job placement.
• HPSS was awarded a transformational 5-year Title III grant to renovate/develop state-of-the-art classrooms 

and two applied physiology laboratories, beginning October, 2017.

Associate Degree Programs
Dental Hygiene • Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree Programs
Cardio Respiratory Care • Dental Hygiene
Health Care Administration and Planning

Health Information Management • Health Sciences
Human Performance Sport Sciences • Nursing

Master's Degree Programs
Occupational Therapy • Speech Pathology

Human Performance Sport Sciences

Doctoral Degree Program
Physical Therapy

Certificate Programs
Holistic Nursing • Nursing Education

Nursing Administration • Family Nurse Practitioner
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College of Liberal Arts
The College of Liberal Arts offers courses and programs in 
the arts, humanities, and social sciences, preparing students 
for a wide range of graduate and professional opportunities.

From the traditional academic disciplines at the heart of a 
university education to new interdisciplinary fields, major 
and minor programs in the College promote a vision of 
liberal learning that recognizes the unique gifts, interests 
and goals of each student.

By engaging with the rich intellectual traditions, promoting 
knowledge of global cultures, and developing vital career 
skills, Liberal Arts courses and programs prepare their 
graduates for resilience and adaptability, lifelong learning, 
and leadership in a changing world. 

The faculty of the College of Liberal Arts is committed to 
helping students make the most of their college education. 
Whether majoring in a Liberal Arts program, enriching a degree with a Liberal Arts minor or simply taking a class, 
the College supports each student on their intellectual journey.

The College boasts one of the top Forensics teams in the nation. It’s so well respected, that TSU was selected in 2018 
to host the Pi Kappa Delta National Forensics Tournament. It was the first time in nearly two decades that a historically 
black college or university hosted the tournament.

The Liberal Arts vision of education is about exploration. From English, art, theater, and music to history, political 
science, criminal justice, and mass communications, Liberal Arts disciplines put the intellectual growth of the 
student at the center of the university experience. 

All of the majors in the College of Liberal Arts are guided by common core values:
		
	 • Integrative Learning		  • Creativity
	 • Responsibility		  • Critical Thinking and Reasoned Judgment
	 • Professional Competency	 • Student Service and Support

Bachelor’s Degree Programs
Art

Communications
Criminal Justice

English
History

Interdisciplinary Studies
Music

Political Science

Master’s Degree Program
Criminal Justice

23



College of Life and Physical Sciences
The College of Life and Physical Sciences offers research opportunities and instruction in biological sciences, 
chemistry and mathematics. A specific goal of the college is to increase the proportion of underrepresented minorities 
in life and physical sciences and mathematics fields. 

Department of Biological Sciences
The Department of Biological Sciences offers a variety of undergraduate 
and graduate degrees:

•	 Bachelor of Science (B.S.) - General Biology
•	 Bachelor of Science (B.S.) - Cell and Molecular Biology
•	 Bachelor of Sciences (B.S.) - Teacher Certification/Licensure
   (Grades 7-12)
•	 Master of Science (M.S.) - Biology
•	 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Biological Sciences

A variety of courses in the botanical, microbiological, molecular biological and zoological life science areas are 
offered at both the undergraduate and graduate levels. The Department also has a cooperative program with Meharry 
Medical College in which students complete their TSU degree while working on a medical or dental degree at 
Meharry, thus saving a year in their education. 

The Bachelor of Science program provides training in the basic biological sciences leading to the B.S. degree in 
biology for:

•	 pre-health professionals
•	 entry into life science graduate training programs
•	 acquisition of entry level positions in the job market
•	 students seeking certification for secondary teaching careers, and
•	 graduate training leading to the master of science and doctor of philosophy degrees

Department of Chemistry 
Chemistry involves the composition, structure, and behavior of matter. The Department of Chemistry offers a variety 
of undergraduate and graduate degrees, and its Bachelor of Science program is approved by the Committee on 
Professional Training (CPT) of the American Chemical Society (ACS).

The following undergraduate and graduate degrees are offered in the Department of Chemistry:
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Chemistry with the following concentrations: 

•	 Professional Chemistry-ACS Approved
•	 Biochemistry Concentration (Pre-Med, Pre-Pharmacy and Pre-Dentistry Conc)
•	 Teacher Certification Concentration
•	 Chemistry Concentration

Master of Science (M.S.) in Chemistry with the following concentrations: 
•	 Professional Chemistry Concentration
•	 Biochemistry Concentration 

Department of Mathematical Sciences
Mathematics is an essential grounding for many different 
disciplines and is used in many of the sciences for quantifying 
statistics and data. The Department of Mathematical Sciences 
provides students a general framework in mathematics which will 
suit the critical thinking and problem-solving skills required in 
varying fields. 
A Bachelor of Science (B.S.) degree is offered in:

•	 Mathematics
An undergraduate minor is offered in:

•	 Mathematics
•	 Astronomy
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College of Public Service
The College of Public Service became operational January 2008 with the appointment and arrival of the 
founding dean, former Nashville Mayor Bill Purcell. The new College fulfilled the Geier Consent Decree of 
1984 and from the Institute of Government has expanded to include the Department of Public Administration 
and the Department of Sociology, Social Work and Urban Professions. The intent of the Consent Decree was 
to establish a division that would address the workforce needs of the city and state in the various areas of 
government and public service.

The mission of the College is to educate, socialize and serve students and employers of nonprofit, health 
and urban organizations by: 

•	 THINK – Providing educational programs that build 
skills in knowledge of sociology, social work, urban 
affairs, public administration and leadership;

•	 WORK – Conducting scholarly and applied research 
activities supportive of these educational purposes;

•	 SERVE – Consulting and applying research and 
knowledge of social programs. 

The College features three undergraduate degrees: 

•	 B.S. in Urban Studies, B.S. in Sociology and B.S. in 
Social Work;

•	 Two undergraduate minors in Nonprofit Management and Leadership; 

•	 Six graduate degrees: online Master of Professional Studies, Master of Public Administration, a 
Graduate Certificate in Health Planning and Administration, a Graduate Certificate in Non-Profit 
Management, a Master of Social Work (the only multi-collaborative master’s program among three 
universities in the country), and a Ph.D. in Public Administration (the only degree of this level in 
Tennessee at a public institution). 

Where are CPSUA graduates? At the Tennessee 
Department of Labor, the Tennessee Department 
of Safety and Homeland Security, the U.S. Missile 
Defense Agency, the Tennessee Department of 
Human Services, TennCare Bureau, Juvenile Justice, 
serving in Student Professional Development, 
as elected officials, in social services in cities 
throughout Tennessee, the Tennessee Division of 
Intellectual Disabilities, the Tennessee Supreme 
Court, the Tennessee Department of Corrections, 
the Board of Regents, the Department of Internal 
Revenue, Centerstone, youth service agencies and 
many others.
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School of Graduate Studies and Research
The Tennessee General Assembly authorized the state Board of Education to establish graduate studies leading 
to the master’s degree in several fields at Tennessee State University (then called Tennessee Agricultural and 
Industrial (A & I) State College) in 1941. Today, the School of Graduate Studies and Research offers seven 
doctoral degrees, 24 master’s degrees, one educational specialist degree and six graduate certificate programs. 

•	 In fiscal year 2011-2012, the School 
of Graduate Studies and Research, in 
collaboration with various units on 
campus, awarded more than 300 graduate 
assistantships to qualified graduate students 
totaling approximately $3 million.

•	 In collaboration with the TSU Foundation, 
the School of Graduate Studies and Research 
in the past two years awarded the Walter S. 
Davis Scholarships to several first-time high 
achieving graduate students (with minimum 
undergraduate cumulative GPA of 3.75). 
The Walter Davis Scholarship Fund was 
established in memory of Dr. Walter S. Davis, 
president of Tennessee State University (1943-
1968). 

•	 Each spring semester, the School of Graduate Studies and Research recognizes excellence in graduate 
student research by awarding the Helen Barrett Award to one TSU graduate student. The 2012 winner 
and recipient of the Helen Barrett Award was Victor L. Roland II, a master’s student in engineering. 
In recognition of his work, Roland received a prize of $200 and certificate signed by the University’s 
president and graduate dean. As the winner of the Helen Barrett Award, Rowland showcased his 
research at the annual poster presentation organized by the Tennessee Conference of Graduate 
Schools at the Legislative Plaza in downtown Nashville on April 4, 2012.

Dr. Mengistu Hailu, a 2011 graduate of Tennessee State 
University, has been appointed director of the Institute of 
Pedagogical Sciences of Mekelle University, Ethiopia. 
Dr. Hailu is tasked with moving the institute forward by 
developing a new College of Education. The institute 
currently offers undergraduate and graduate programs in 
the field of Educational Planning and Management; a post 
graduate diploma in teaching (a program that certifies 
high school teachers); and a higher diploma program that 
certifies university lecturers. 
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The Symbols of Office
The University Seal 
In 1922, Dr. William Jasper Hale, first president of Tennessee A. and I. Normal 
School, asked Frances Thompson, professor and department head of Art, to design the 
University Seal. Enclosed in a circle, the seal is divided into three parts: ‘Agriculture’ 
upper left, ‘Industry’ upper right, ‘Education’ in lower center. Education is further 
emphasized by a hand holding a light with rays extending above the seal. The motto, 
“Think. Work. Serve.” is placed beneath the seal for support.

Presidential Medallion and Chain of Office
The Presidential Medallion and Chain of Office serves as a symbol of authority as 
head of the university. It originated in medieval times and is worn by the president of 
the university on ceremonial occasions such as commencement, convocations or other 
formal occasions.

The front of the Medallion and Chain of Office bears the official University Seal. 
The backside of the medallion contains a circular seal with a blue border bearing the 
President’s motto in latin: NIL SINE MAGNO LABORE - “Nothing without Great 
Effort.”

Each link of the chain holding the medallion is inscribed with the name of a past 
president of the institution and his term in office. Holding together these links and 
supporting the medallion is a bronze leaf cluster.

University Mace and Baton
In 2005, the mace and baton was conceptualized. The Lapis stone characterizes the TSU Blue 
and is used to stimulate inner vision and give enhanced wisdom, insight and good judgment. 
The pearl stone represents the TSU White and symbolizes the wealth, purity and power of 
knowledge. The head and flanges of the mace are modeled after the Floyd-Payne Campus Center 
Tower located on the university’s main campus. The reflective quality of the polished silver 
signifies the vision of the university.

The baton of the mace is made of wood which is a forest symbol or the symbol of a provider. It 
represents a tree of knowledge around which each college and school is mounted. This aspect of 
the mace serves to link the university with its cultural heritage, as well as TSU’s ancestral past.

The three-tier stand for the mace embodies the motto: “Think. Work. Serve.” This aspect of the 
mace constitutes the foundation of the university that holds the mace in place and represents the 
classical architectural structure of the educational values at the university. On top of the mace is 
the seal of the university. Together, the mace and baton are borne as a symbol of authority in the 
Processional and Recessional at occasions such as Commencement and Inaugural ceremonies.

The mace is carried by the University Chief Marshal in front of the Platform party that is 
composed of the President, Vice Presidents, Tennessee Board of Regents Representatives, other 
authorities and distinguished guests.
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University’s Academic Excellence Award
The University’s Academic Excellence Award was commissioned in 2008. The award is a two-
inch light oxidized bronze seal pendant medallion attached to a blue ribbon and serves as a 
symbol of recognition for academic achievement for students graduating summa cum laude and 
with the highest grade point average in the class.

University’s Distinguished Student Leadership Award
The University’s Distinguished Student Leadership Award was commissioned in 2008. The 
award is presented to the student whose record of leadership and outstanding contributions 
to student life and government has had a great impact on improving the quality of the student 
experience at Tennessee State University.

The History of Academic Regalia
The history of academic dress began with the medieval European universities of the 14th century. In a time when 
all students were clerics, the gown and its attached hood served the dual function of keeping the student warm 
in unheated buildings and identifying the particular order to which he belonged. Modern academic costume in 
the United States is based upon an intercollegiate code established in 1895. These early agreements have been 
revised periodically to cover standardization of the cap (two basic styles), the gown (three basic styles) and the 
hood (subject to greater variation than either the cap or the gown). The cap, originally round in shape, is usually 
the more familiar mortarboard square with tassel or black Oxford style.

The gown, commonly black, differs in sleeves and trimming according to the level of degree. The bachelor’s 
gown is relatively simple in design. It is full-cut, falling in a straight line from an elaborate yoke, with long 
pointed sleeves as its distinguishing mark. The master’s gown is similar to the bachelor’s, except for its peculiar 
arrangement of the oblong sleeves that terminate in square ends at the wearer’s knees; the wearer’s arms emerge 
through slits in the sleeves made at the elbows. Short-sleeved master’s gowns are also worn. The doctoral gown 
is an elaborate, full-cut, flowing costume distinguished by velvet panels down the front and around the neck and 
by three bars of velvet on the voluminous bell-shaped sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but it may be a color 
designating the field of study (for example, dark blue for philosophy).

The hood, traditionally bearing the heaviest symbolic burden, is the most important feature of the academic costume. 
The length of the hood and the width of its velvet trimming designate the level of the degree. The hood’s lining 
identifies the institution that granted the degree, and the color of the velvet heralds the major field of learning.
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Colors
For all academic purposes, including trimmings of doctoral gowns, edging of hoods, and tassels of caps, the 
colors associated with the different disciplines are as follows:

Agriculture. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maize
Arts, Letters, Humanities. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . White
Business, Accounting, Commerce. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Drab
Dentistry. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lilac
Economics . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Copper
Education. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Light Blue
Engineering . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Orange
Fine Arts including Architecture . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Brown
Forestry . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Russet
Journalism . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Crimson
Home Economics. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Maroon
Law. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Purple
Library Science . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lemon
Medicine. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Green
Music. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Pink
Nursing. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Apricot
Pharmacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Olive Green
Philosophy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dark Blue
Physical Education. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sage
Public Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock Blue
Public Health. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Salmon Pink
Science. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Golden Yellow
Social Work . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Citron
Speech, Oratory. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Silver-Gray
Theology, Divinity. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Scarlet
Technology. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bright Red
Veterinary Science. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Gray

Origin of Awarding Degrees
The first academic degree was conferred in approximately 1160 A.D. at the University of Bologna, Italy with the practice 
spreading quickly to other European universities, most notably the University of Paris, Oxford University, 
and Cambridge University. The procedure used for awarding degrees at most American universities is 
based on a practice developed at the University of Paris in the late 12th or early 13th century. In those days, 
the Bishop of Paris, like every other bishop, was responsible for local educational curriculum and degree 
setting. His authority, however, soon came to be disputed by the teachers. They asserted that only they 
could be proper judges of the qualifications of their students. The threatened impasse was resolved by a 
compromise, under which the teachers, or masters, judged the merits of the students and then recommended 
them to the Bishop for the conferring of their degrees.
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Graduate Commencement
Order of Ceremony

Friday, May 3, 2019
Dr. Glenda Glover, Eighth President

Tennessee State University
Presiding Officer

Prelude  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   University Wind Ensemble
 Dr. Reginald McDonald, Conductor

Academic Processional (Audience remains seated)
	 Pomp and Circumstance -- Sir Edward Elgar . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  University Wind Ensemble

 Dr. Reginald McDonald, Conductor

College/School Banner Carriers/Marshals . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Students with Highest Academic Honors

Chief Marshal . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr. Oscar Miller
Professor of Sociology and Department Head 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Urban Professions

Presentation of Colors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Air Force ROTC Color Guard

The Star-Spangled Banner -- Francis Scott Key  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble
(Audience stands)	

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing -- James Weldon Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble
(Audience stands) 

Invocation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reverend Frank Stevenson, Sr.
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students, Division of Student Affairs

Greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover
 
Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  The University Choir

 Dr. Susan M. Kelly, Director

Announcements and Acknowledgments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Lesia L. Crumpton-Young
Vice President for Research and Institutional Advancement

Introduction of Speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Miss Lauren A. McKeever
Master of Science, Speech Pathology

Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reverend Al Sharpton, Jr.
National Television Host and Commentator / Radio Talk Show Host

Chairman, National Action Network / Civil Rights Leader
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Presentation of Honorary Degree .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reverend Al Sharpton, Jr. 

Presentation of Deans of Colleges and Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Alicia L. Mosley
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs

 
Dr. Chandra Reddy, Dean of the College of Agricultural

Dr. Millicent Lownes-Jackson, Dean of the College of Business
Dr. Heraldo V. Richards, Interim Dean of the College of Education

Dr. S. Keith Hargrove, Dean of the College of Engineering
Dr. Ron Barredo, Interim Dean of the College of Health Sciences

Dr. Gloria C. Johnson, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Lonnie Sharpe, Interim Dean of the College of Life and Physical Sciences

Dr. Michael Harris, Dean of the College of Public Service
Dr. Alex Sekwat, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and Research 

Conferring and Awarding of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  President Glenda Glover

Alumni Induction Ceremony  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ms. Joni McReynolds
National President, TSU National Alumni Association

I hereby fervently pledge my lifelong loyalty, service, and financial support to my alma
mater in appreciation for the opportunities afforded me at Tennessee State University.

I pledge to maintain active membership in the national alumni association, to encourage
others to attend Tennessee State University, and to become a part of a global society of
notable alumni who promote excellence as a way of life.

I further pledge to exemplify the high ideals of my alma mater, and to continue to hold
fast to the University’s motto - Think. Work. Serve.

The Alma Mater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble and University Choir

Benediction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Reverend Frank Stevenson, Sr.
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students, Division of Student Affairs

Recessional (Audience remains seated)  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  University Wind Ensemble
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GraduateCommencement Speaker
Reverend Al Sharpton, Jr.

National Television Host and Commentator / Radio Talk Show Host
Chairman, National Action Network / Civil Rights Leader

With many supporters and critics, Reverend Al Sharpton is known for his deft 
handling of the media, leading some to call him “the master of the sound bite.”  
A well-known public figure, Sharpton shares his views and tackles today's 
issues through his popular television and radio programs.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Alfred Charles Sharpton, Jr. attended public 
schools in Queens and Brooklyn. At the age of 10, Sharpton became an 
ordained minister in the Pentecostal church, where as a child he developed his 
candid speaking style. He often traveled to deliver sermons and once toured 
with Mahalia Jackson, the famed gospel singer.

In the late 1960s, Rev. Sharpton became active in the civil rights movement. He 
joined the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and in 1969 as a high-
school student became youth director of the organization’s program, Operation 
Breadbasket, which sought to encourage diversity in the workplace by applying 
social and economic pressure on businesses.

After graduating from Samuel J. Tilden High School in 1972, Rev. Sharpton 
spent two years at Brooklyn College as a contemporary politics major, but 
subsequently left the school and continued his work as a political activist, 
establishing his own organization, the National Youth Movement (NYM).

During the 1980s, Rev. Sharpton became involved with many high-profile cases in the New York City area that affected the 
African-American community. He led several protests against injustices and incidents of racial discrimination, including 
his efforts to keep media scrutiny on the racially-based murder of a black teenager named Michael Griffith in 1986.

Throughout his career, Rev. Sharpton has vied for public office on many occasions, running for the New York State 
Assembly in 1978. a seat in the U.S. Senate in 1992 and 1994,  mayor of New York in 1997, and throwing his hat into the 
ring in 2004 to become the Democratic Party's presidential candidate.

Rev. Sharpton has continued to throw his talents behind important causes, cases and events in the African-American 
community, including the rebuilding of New Orleans after the devastation left by Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and playing a 
lead role in organizing protests against the police-related deaths of Michael Brown in Missouri and Eric Garner in New York. 
He has been the host of PoliticsNation since 2011 on MSNBC, and has his own syndicated radio show, Keepin' It Real.

On August 28, 2017, the fifty-fourth anniversary of the famous March On Washington at which Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. gave his “I Have A Dream” speech, Rev. Sharpton organized the Ministers March for Justice, promising to bring a 
thousand members of the clergy to Washington, D.C., to deliver a "unified moral rebuke" to President Donald Trump. 
Several thousand religious leaders showed up, including Christians, Jews, Muslims, and Sikhs.

Rev. Sharpton has two daughters, Dominique and Ashley.
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Heraldo V. Richards

Interim Dean
____________________________________________________________

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION____________________________________________________________

ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION 
Martha Jean Lacy Gallatin, TN 
M.A., Pacific Lutheran University, 1992 
M.A.Ed, Pacific Lutheran University, 1999 
Violent Behavior of Female Students in Middle School 
Chair: Dr. Kirmanj Gundi

Terrica R. Sampson Nashville, TN 
B.A., Fisk University, 2009

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 
Abdullah Ahmed Alghamdi Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Jeddah Teacher College, 2007 
M.Ed, Middle Tennessee State University, 2014 
A Qualitative Case Study of Male Teachers Challenges 
Teaching Reading in Elementary Classrooms in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia 
Chair: Dr. John Mark Hunter

Helen Virginia Beard Nashville, TN 
B.A., Fisk University, 1988 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2006   
The Effect of Project-Based Learning on Students’ Executive 
Functions 
Chair: Dr. John Mark Hunter

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
Marlaine Weaver Ells Goodlettsville, TN 
B.S., Westminister College  
M.Ed., Duquesne University, 1975 
Ed.S, Austin Peay University, 2006 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Program Alumni Ibdpas 
Effectiveness for College Preparation 
Chair: Dr. Kumanj Gundi

Deborah Jeanne Gentry Baxter, TN 
B.A., Tennessee Technological University, 1972 
M.A., Tennessee Technological University, 2006 
Ed.S, Tennessee Technological University, 2007 
Effect if Keyboarding Instruction on Eighth Grade Writing 
Achievement 
Chair: Dr. Kirmanj Gundi

Letoni R. Murry Cleveland, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 1997 
M.Ed., Tennessee State University, 2002 
Ed.S, Tennessee State University, 2011 
Principals’ Behaviors in Improving Student Achievement from 
Teachers’ Perception in Rutherford County 
Chair: Dr. Kirmanj Gundi
____________________________________________________________

DOCTOR OF PHILOSPHY____________________________________________________________

PSYCHOLOGY 
Winifred Denise Bedford Oakridge, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2012 
M.S., Brenau University, 2015   
Examining the Relationship between Emotional Intelligience, 
Microagressions, and Achievement in the HBCU Setting 
Chair: Dr. Joan Popkin

Maria Lujan Boero Nashville, TN 
B.S., Pace University, 2006 
M.S., Trevecca Nazarene University, 2011 
Undocumented Latinx Immigrants Experiences with Self-
Compassion and Stressors 
Chair: Dr. James Campbell

Shabnam Etemadi Brady Antioch, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2011 
M.Ed, Middle Tennessee State University, 2013
Meeting the Needs of Migrants: Applying the Bioecological 
Systems Theory Models to Assess Multicultural Competency 
in Mental Health 
Chair: Dr. Robin Oatis-Ballew

Martez E. Burks Milwaukee, WI 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2008 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2011 
An Investigation of Racial Identity, Self-Esteem and Its 
Relationship to Academic Self-Concept among African-
American Undergraduate Students at Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
Chair: Dr. Robin Oatis-Ballew

Sydnee Dawn Collins Long Beach, CA 
B.S., Morgan State University, 2011 
M.S., University of Oklahoma, 2014 
Black Athlete Lives Matter: A Qualitative Study Examining 
Factors Impacting Athlete Activism in the Nation’s Current 
Racial Climate 
Chair: Dr. Robin Oatis-Ballew

Latoya R. Favre Nashville, TN 
B.S., East Tennessee State University, 2011 
M.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2013

 

Doctoral Candidates for Degrees
2019 Spring Commencement
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Georgetta A. Harris-Wyatt Columbus, GA 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2002 
M.S., Prarie View Agricultural and Mechanical University, 2009 
An Analysis of Factors that Impact Civilian Attitudes toward 
Police Treatment of Minority Males 
Chair: Dr. Marie S. Hammond

Tonya Lynette McKoy Nashville, TN 
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University, 1990 
M.S., Vanderbilt University, 2005 
A Qualitative Study of African American Female Engineering 
College Students’ Intersecting Identities, Sense of Belonging, 
and Intent to Persist 
Chair: Dr. Marie S. Hammond

Kesha Simone Patrice Walnut Creek, CA 
B.S., California State University, Sacramento, 2003 

Ashley N. Reda Wilton, NY 
B.A., State University of New York at Albany, 2009 
M.A., University of Northern Colorado, 2013 
An Exploration of How Motivation from a Self-Determination 
Theroy Perspective Impacts the Therapeutics Change Process 
Chair: Dr. Robin Oatis-Ballew

____________________________________________________________
EDUCATION SPECIALIST____________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP
Teara  Robinson La Vergne, TN 
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University, 2007

COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING

Dr. S. Keith Hargrove
Dean

____________________________________________________________
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY____________________________________________________________

COMPUTER AND INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

Ayad Allen Abdul-Malek Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 1994 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2010  
Deep Learning and Subspace Segmentation: Theory and 
Applications 
Chair: Dr. Ali Sekmen

Laila Muthyib Almutairi Kuwait 
B.S., Kuwait University, 2008 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2014 
Security Risk Assessment of Multiple SDN Controllers using 
Stochastic Petri Nets 

Bashir F. Alsaidi Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2002 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2013 
Design of Advanced Skin Structure using Lattice for Camber 
Morphing Aircraft 
Chair: Dr. W. Yeol Joe

Esther Marion Amullen Nashville, TN 
B.S., Kyamboga University, 2012 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
Distributed Framework for Migrating Malicious Intrusions in 
Power Grids 
Chair: Dr. Lee-H Keel

Bakhita A. Salman Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2010 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2012 
Decision-Making, Decision Fusion, and Control in Layered 
Sensing Systems 
Chair: Dr. Saleh Zein-Sabatto

Mohammed Ibrahim Thanoon TaifSaudi Arabia 
B.S., Taif University, 2010 
M.S., Yarmouk University, 2012 
A System Development for Enhancement of Human-Machine 
Teaming 
Chair: Dr. Saleh Zein-Sabatto

COLLEGE OF
HEALTH SCIENCES

Dr. Ron Barredo
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL

THERAPY____________________________________________________________

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Geoffrey Tyler Anderson Ashland City, TN 
B.S., Freed-Hardeman University, 2014 

Megan N. Anderson Franklin, TN 
B.S., Lee University, 2016 

Wayne J. Armstrong Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2016 

Bradley Wayne Barker Rosemark, TN 
B.S., University of Memphis, 2014 
   
Zachary Hunter Berry Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2015 
   
Helen  Block Huntsville, AL 
B.S., University of Alabama at Birmingham, 2013 
   
Kenneth Michael Carter Jeffersonville, IN 
B.S., Indiana University, Bloomington, 2014 
   
Megan Lindsay Cohea Ames, IA 
B.S., Iowa State University, 2015
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Jamie  Danaei Springbroro, OH 
B.S., Florida Atlantic University, 2009 
   
Austin Conner Daugherty Fairview, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2015 
   
John Alexander Davis Chattanooga, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2013 
   
Rebecca Lauren Eddings Madison, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2015 
   
Christie Renee Henson Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of South Florida, 1997 
   
Jessica E. Hough Meadville, PA 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2015 
   
John  Kennedy Nashville, TN 
B.S., Columbia College of Missouri, 2003 
   
Jake Alexander Lockert Cookeville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee Technological University, 2014 
   
Ashley Nicole Long Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Austin Peay State University, 2016 
   
Dustin Blaine Martin Millington, TN 
B.S., University of Memphis, 2012 
   
Justin T. Morris Jackson, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2015 
   
John Kenneth Nesbitt Macon, GA 
B.S., Albany State University  
   
Caleb S. Nobles White House, TN 
B.S., Western Kentucky University, 2015 
   
Heaven Leigh Friend Perkins Antioch, TN 
B.S., Kansas State University, Manhattan, 2015 
   
Jared  Prall Mount Juliet, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2015 
   
Mitchell Joseph Pratt Franklin, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2013 
   
Ashton  Preston Bowling Green, KY 
B.S., Western Kentucky University, 2016 
  
Matthew S. Ragan Nolensville, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2015 
   
Ty Garrett Scarborough Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2015 
   
Autumn B. Smith Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Austin Peay State University, 2002 
   
Tyler J. Todd Adams, TN 
B.S., Maryville College, 2015 
   
Drake A. Trice Lebanon, TN 
B.S., Tennessee Technological University, 2015 
   
Grace Marie Waters Hermitage, TN 
B.S.B.E., University of Memphis, 2014

COLLEGE OF LIFE AND 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Dr. Lonnie Sharpe
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY____________________________________________________________

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE
Yosra Ahmad Modafer JazanKSA 
B.S., King Abdulalazeez University, 2011 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
Adoption of Salmonella Enterica Serovar Senftenberg to the 
Novel Combination Ceftazidim/Avibactam and Investigation 
of the Resistance Mechanisms 
Chair: Dr. Xiaofei Wang and Dr. Fur-Chi Chen

Rabia Jawad Syed Hermitage, TN 
B.S., University of the Punjab Lahore, Pakistan, 1998 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2014 
A Study of Health Promoting Components in Pigeon Pea and 
its Application in Food Models 
Chair: Dr. Ying Wu

PUBLIC POLICY AND 
ADMINISTRATION

Martha Elizabeth Wettemann Pleasant View, TN 
B.A., Trinity College, Hartford, 1973 
M.P.A., University of Pennsylvania, 1973 
Social Equity, Human Development Theory, and Factors 
Related to the Growth of Child Support Arrears in States, 
2011-2015 
Chair: Dr. Michael Harris
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COLLEGE OF 
AGRICULTURE
Dr. Chandra Reddy

Dean
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF
PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE
Janiel E. Jackson Collierville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
Lauren Elizabeth Shields Las Vegas, NV 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Shawn David Snyder Thomasville, PA 
B.S., Pennsylvania State University, 2016 
 
Eleonora M. Troyanovskaya Hermitage, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Millicent Lownes-Jackson

Dean
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION____________________________________________________________

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Abdirahman A. Bare Nashville, TN 
B.S., Mt. Kenya University, 2013 

Redesha D. Cooper Memphis, TN 
B.B.A., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Richard A. Eaton Hendersonville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 1994 
 
Kyle Darian Fitts Murfreesboro, TN 
B.F.A., Murray State University, 2013
 

Aldo Gomez Alcorta Martin, TN 
B.B.A., University of Tennessee at Martin, 2017 
 
Lamont R. James Los Angeles, CA 
B.S., Fisk University, 2017 
 
Christine Magdy Khalil Brentwood, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Joseph Catron Lewis Nashville, TN 
B.A., University of Kentucky, 2009 
 
Ronald L. Mcconkey Antioch, TN 
B.B.A., Tusculum College, 2009 
 
Trinity D. Randolph Memphis, TN 
B.S., Prairie View Agricultural and Mechanical University, 
2017 
 
John B. Ricketts White House, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2012 
 
Asaad Mehdhar Sendi MedinahSaudi Arabia 
B.B.A., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Marty Stinson Orestes, IN 
B.S., Ball State University, 2013 
 
Mohammed N. Tantawy Nashville, TN 
B.A., Mutah University, 1996 
 
Mariska Synclaire Warren Knoxville, TN 
B.B.A., Hampton University, 2017

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Heraldo V. Richards

Interim Dean
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF EDUCATION____________________________________________________________

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
Erin R. Balfour Memphis, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
James Gibson Baxter Brentwood, TN 
B.S., William and Mary University, 2004 
 
Jennifer J. Boyd Newton, IA 
B.A., Central College, 2007 
 
Caleb Chase Carver Nashville, TN 
B.A., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2013 
 Makeish N. Dennie WashingtonD.C. 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Johnsha M. Gooch Nashville, TN 
B.A., Fisk University, 2012 

GraduateCandidates for Degrees
2019 Spring Commencement
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Chris A. Parker Jackson, TN 
B.A., Bethel College, 2017 
 
April A. Wilson Memphis, TN 
B.S., University of Memphis, 2012 
 
Isaac R. Witt Nashville, TN 
B.A., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2009

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Mackenzie G. Fox Nashville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
Narissa Chevelle Franklin Murfreesboro, TN 
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University, 2013 
 
Brandi T. Giles Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
Nakia Mcwhorter Chattanooga, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2012

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADERSHIP
Ashjan Fahd Alshammari Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of Hail, 2014 
 
Erin M. Blalock McMinnville, TN 
B.S.N., Austin Peay State University, 2004 
 
Lakita Denise Curtis Maryville, TN 
B.S., Union College, 2005 
 
Katara A. Grissom Nashville, TN 
B.A., Fisk University, 2010 
 
Charles Adam Lamb Dover, TN 
B.S., DeVry University, 2015 
 
Tonisha Lewis Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2012 
 
Sean David Price Cookeville, TN 
 
Ashlee P. Sigman Ashland City, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2015 
 
Philip M. Thomas Chattanooga, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2010 
 
Catherine Alexandria Wellendorf Lebanon, TN 
B.S., Cumberland University, 2012 
 
Sandy Taylor Wheeley Lawrenceburg, TN 
B.S., University of North Alabama, 1994

SPECIAL EDUCATION
April L. Scott Birmingham, AL 
B.S., University of Alabama at Birmingham, 2015

____________________________________________________________
MASTER OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL
COUNSELING

Meghan Bell Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2017 
 
Tonia R. Clark Hermitage, TN 
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University, 1996 
 
Courtney N. Evans Memphis, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2010 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2014
Kyra V. Knight Antioch, TN 
B.S., Martin Methodist College, 2014 
 
Yashica M. Smith Seattle, WA 
B.A., Clark Atlanta University, 2006 
 
Brittany Ashley Thatcher Mount Vernon, NY 
B.S., Livingstone College, 2013

PSYCHOLOGY
Connie M. Barbour Greenbrier, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Alexandra M. Battle Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
Sheneka L. Davis Louisville, KY 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Adrienne Erby Forthood, TX 
B.S., Tougaloo College, 2015 
 
Shakeira D. Foster Cleveland, OH 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Kayla J. Morrow Long Beach, CA 
B.S., Fisk University, 2016

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Dr. S. Keith Hargrove

Dean
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF ENGINEERING____________________________________________________________

ENGINEERING
Suhad Abdualmahdi Al Zubaidi Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Basrah University, 1998 
 
Ahmad Mohammad Alghamdi Jeddah, FC 
B.S., King Abdulalazeez University, 2009 
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Rama T. Annamraju Nashville, TN 
B.S., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, 2011 
 
James Mbilinyi Dar Es SalaamTanzania 
B.S., University of Dar Es Salaam, 2016 
 
Christian Amedeus Mbuya ARUSHA 
B.S., University of Dar Es Salaam, 2016 
 
Benjamn J. Northington Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Martin, 2016 
 
Yuanyuan Zhou HengshuiChina 
B.S., Zhejiang University, 2016
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

COMPUTER AND INFORMATION 
SYSTEM ENGINEERING

Nicholas Dzimawle Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 2012 
 
Samuel Oluwaseun Jegede Nigeria  
B.S., University of Lagos, 2009 
 
Tharunika Narisetty Khammam

COMPUTER SCIENCE
Nandita D. Gajjar Hermitage, TN 
B.S., Sardar Patel University, Vidhyanagar, 2010 
 
Kanchan Luitel Nashville, TN 
B.S., Fisk University, 2016 
 
Taylor Elise Presley Antioch, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017

COLLEGE OF
HEALTH SCIENCES

Dr. Ron Barredo
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE____________________________________________________________

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER
Lori A. Bird Mount Juliet, TN
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SCIENCE
 IN NURSING____________________________________________________________

NURSING
Chelsea Lane Awwad Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., University of Tennessee at Martin, 2012 

Rachel Lynn Benz Rochester, NY 
B.S.N., Kent State University, 2015 
 
Reena Bhakta Nashville, TN 
B.A., University of Oklahoma Health Science Center, 2009 
 
Aisha Harris Bond Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Chelsi Nicole Brink Erin, TN 
B.S.N., Austin Peay State University, 2011 
 
Thomas Duane Cantrell McMinnville, TN 
B.S.N., Lipscomb University, 2014 
 
Vanessa Keonia Carter Old Hickory, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2013 
 
Kelsey Ann Choate Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S.N., Belmont University, 2013 
 
Kasar S. Findi Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Tabitha M. Ford Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2011 
 
Ewelina K. Freudenberger Cottontown, TN 
B.S.N., Belmont University, 2016 
 
Rachel Greene Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2012 
 
Lauren M. Hill Nashville, TN 
B.S., Belmont University, 2007 
 
Melissa Ryan Huff Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., University of Kentucky, 2010 

Selena Wilkerson Jenkins Greenville, MS 
B.S.N., University of Southern Mississippi, 2007 
 
Tina Lynn Kachnowski Astoria, NY 
B.S.N., Fairfield University, 2003 
 
Paula Mechelle Martin Cordova, TN 
B.S.N., University of Alabama, Huntsville, 1993 
 
Shakila J. McDaniel Old Hickory, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
Heather Moran Clarksville, TN 
B.S.N., Austin Peay State University, 2010 
 
Melissa Palicka Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S.N., Middle Tennessee State University, 2009 
 
Markisha Ellen Peoples Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., Tennessee State University, 2012 
 
Jessica Leigh Piper Nashville, TN 
B.S.N., Cumberland University, 2016 
 
Vivian Wright Pittman Hattiesburg, MS 
B.S.N., William Carey College, 2011 
 
Justin Scott Lexington, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Martin, 2012 
 
Ebone Singleton Canton, MS 
B.S., University of Mississippi, 2014 
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Leah N. Smith Akron, OH 
B.S.N., Fisk University, 2010 
 
Bridget Webb Sykesville, MD 
B.S.N., Stevenson University, 2010 
 
Jessica Elise Williams Gallatin, TN 
B.S.N., Cumberland University, 2012
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF ARTS
IN EDUCATION____________________________________________________________

HUMAN PERFORMANCE
AND SPORT SCIENCE

Ashley D. Allen Nashville, TN 
B.B.A., Tennessee State University, 2008 
 
Michael Wesley Frazier Memphis, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
George E. Gutierrez Nashville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Jerry Nathaniel Holt II Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Gershom H. Jordan Nashville, TN 
B.A., Tennessee State University, 2016 
Jarell D. Kelly Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Dominique O. Mcdonald Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Western Kentucky University, 2016 
 
Porsche D. McGee Nashville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
David Lee Miller Dallas, GA 
B.S., Lincoln University Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 2017 
 
Adriane Christine Pegues Pickering Denver, CO 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Deion Marselle Pitts Antioch, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Marise Jenai Stewart Birmingham, AL 
B.S., University of South Alabama, 2016

____________________________________________________________
MASTER OF PUBLIC

HEALTH____________________________________________________________

PUBLIC HEALTH
Jacqueline Agim Antioch, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2014 
 
Abiola Oluwaseun Awofeso OgunNigeria 
D.V.M., University of Ibadan, 2016 
 
Nora Renee Cox Chesapeake, VA 
B.S., Portland State University, 2013 

Imtiaz Farkhanda Hyderabad, IN 
M.B.S.S., Deccan College of Medical Sciences, 2004 
 
Benyamin G. Hanna Mount Juliet, TN 
MB BCh, Menofia University, 2001 
 
Amber Michelle Link Oakland, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2016 
 
Elizabeth Louise Manis Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., East Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Bella Michelle Moharreri Brentwood, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2011 
 
Adrenne D. Smith Memphis, TN 
B.A., University of Memphis, 2015 
 
Tiarra D. Williamson Jackson, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Martin, 2016
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

SPEECH AND HEARING SCIENCE
Kami Kay Adams Searcy, AR 
B.A., Harding University, 2017 
 
Catherine Lee Burchell Columbia, TN 
B.S., University of Alabama, 2016 
 
Mackenzie Beth Carrillo Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2015 
 
Julia A. Clayton Atlanta, GA 
B.S., University of Alabama, 2017 
 
Jennifer Lauren Colwell Wilmington, NC 
B.S., Bob Jones University, 2013 
 
Bonnie Elizabeth Davis Savannah, TN 
B.S., Freed-Hardeman University, 2011 
 
Amelia Lynne De La Cruz Marietta, GA 
B.S., Kennesaw State University, 2014 
 
Meredith Gray Manchester, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2012 
 
Amanda Jo Guy Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Lidia J. Hardyway Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Allison Latham Lenoir City, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Christa Anne MacNeil Cottontown, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2017 
 
Brittany Lynn McDonald Washington, IN 
B.S., Butler University, 2013 
 
Lauren Arielle McKeever Lake Worth, FL 
B.S., University of South Florida, 2016 
 
Ayana Iman McWoods DeSoto, TX 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
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Hayley S. O’Hara Alpharetta, GA 
B.S., University of Georgia, 2017 
 
Sarah Elizabeth Schultz Hamden, CT 
B.S., University of Maryland, 2013 
 
Kristin Turner Estill Springs, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 2015 
 
Tracie M. West Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Jan’ta Renee Williams Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2017

COLLEGE OF
LIBERAL ARTS
Dr. Gloria Johnson

Dean
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF
CRIMINAL JUSTICE____________________________________________________________

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Mohammed Hussain Alawi San Antonio, TX 
B.S., University of Basrah, 1998 

James Donald Bowen Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 1968 
M.S., Tennessee State University, 2014

Erica S. Chatman Antioch, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Mikayla J. Hunter Jacksonville, FL 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Georgia Oma Nejus Coraopolis, PA 
B.S., California University of Pennsylvania, 2016 
 
Beneshia L. Walker Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016

COLLEGE OF LIFE AND 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Dr. Lonnie Sharpe
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
MASTER OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

BIOLOGY
Dalal Riyadh Almotiri Saudi Arabia, TN 
B.S., Qassim University, 2009 
 
Musarrat Maisha Nashville, TN 
B.A., Vanderbilt University, 2017

CHEMISTRY
Jordan Rafael Encarnacion Nashville, TN 
B.S., Allegheny College, 2010 
 
Shwan Hama Kareem Hawrami Nashville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2006 
 
Arpona Hira BagerhatBangladesh 
BPhm, Khulna University, 2010 
 
Aryk Zacurry Rivoli-Johnson Hammond, IN 
B.S., Ball State University, 2017

COLLEGE OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE
Dr. Michael Harris

Dean
____________________________________________________________

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE____________________________________________________________

HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
Keeyona L. Love Memphis, TN 

NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT
Rudy Frank Basaldua Cookeville, TN
 
Jessica Lynn Bryant Murfreesboro, TN 
 
Erin Nicole Pauls Nashville, TN 
 
Jessica D. Thomas Antioch, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2014
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PUBLIC POLICY
Suzanne M. Ford Hendersonville, TN 
 
Evan W. Kersten Nashville, TN 
 
Elizabeth Michelle Tullos Murfreesboro, TN 
 
Tonya Wood Nashville, TN
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES____________________________________________________________

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Ebony JaVonne Allen Brownsville, TN 
B.S., Austin Peay State University, 2011 
 
Rhonda S. Brown Madison, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2011 
 
Ericka S. Butler Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2005 
 
Joshua R. Gibson Nashville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2010 
 
Kerensa Shinnies James Lebanon, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Charles Monroe Kimbril Kingsport, TN 
B.S., Tennessee Wesleyan College, 1994
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION____________________________________________________________

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Rudy Frank Basaldua Cookeville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2013 
 
Jessica Lynn Bryant Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2011 
 
Donna Fiorvanti Duarte Fairview, TN 
B.B.A., High Point University, 1987 
 
Tonya Wood Nashville, TN 
B.S., Cumberland College, 1984 
M.A., Eastern Kentucky University, 1987
____________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK____________________________________________________________

SOCIAL WORK
Hafsa Abed Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Simone Lynette Algee Milan, TN 
B.S., University of Tennessee at Chattannoga, 2010 
 

Demetrius Bass Antioch, TN 
B.S., Jacksonville State University, 2012 
 
Rebecca Emily Bevans Brentwood, TN 
B.A., University of San Francisco, 2010 
 
Jasmine M. Cunningham Clarksville, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Anitra Renay Green Florence, AL 
B.S., Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University, 2015 
 
Juanita M. Johnson Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2012 
 
Carol B. Mallory Murfreesboro, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2013 
 
Alexia Danyelle Mckinney Memphis, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
Karimah A. Miller Nashville, TN 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2017 
 
John Wesley Page Nashville, TN 
B.S., University of Louisville, 1999 
M.S., Air University, 2011
Shamya D. Shaw Smyrna, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2016 
 
Kala Cannon Simmons Estill Springs, TN 
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University, 2009 
 
Paije Ariel Simon Chicago, IL 
B.S., Tennessee State University, 2015 
 
Marlisa Masha’ Smith Nashville, TN 
B.S., Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University, 2016
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COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
Summa Cum Laude 

Blessing Chimezie Ajumobi
Shasta L. Charlton

Alexius Olivia Dingle
Qubilah  Norman

Magna Cum Laude
Maddison MaKensie Clark

CheKenna  Fletcher
Steve Edison Osborne

Cum Laude
TaKeya Dashawn Ball

Amaris C. Daniels
Natasshia N. Gaddes

Rana M. Hantouli
Jasmine M. Lee
Erica  Murray

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Summa Cum Laude 

Neven Eid Bolus
Rosario James Falzone

Mohammed Abdallah Halabi
Kirolos S. Henin

Megan Jane Huppee
Danielle E. Tucker
Brianna S. White

Magna Cum Laude
Khalid Waleed Abu Alnaja
Abdullah Gazee Alharbi

Abdullah Ibrahim Alsahli
Ibtisam Ibrahim Alsahli

Saeed  Bahattab
Kathy Ann Grant

Shakur H. Jackson
Colin Webster Lee

Drew P. Owens
Nia N’kaiah Reese

Cum Laude
Sabeah Sadiq Alabbad

Ahmed Saeed Alghamdi
Osama  Alhammad

Fahad Suliman Alhussain
Bandar  Alkhaldi

Ahmad Hassan Almalki
Abdullah  Alobaid

Basil  Alshaban

Wessam  Baakdah
Abdulrhman Helme Bahannan

Dalicia  Baldwin
Nicholas R. Dunigan
Samuel James Foster

Jasmine Nicole Fulton
Kelsey K. Gengler
Devon M. Jefferson

Marilyn Elizabeth Izetta Monroe
Alexandria  Tidwell

Jonathan Alexander Tucker

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Summa Cum Laude
Julie Victoria Brown
Rachelle S. Brown
Karrina D. Ingram

Chelsea Nicole Johnson
Pragati  Natraj

Brittany V. Partee
Yn’kioko Aiyana Tillery
Abhilasha  Vishwanath

Magna Cum Laude
Chira  Amedi

Timerik Emanuel James Cook
Jada Kelli Wilson

Cum Laude
Jennifer Nykole Adair

Kenneesha Shontell Johan Beckwith

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Summa Cum Laude 
Samal  Aminashairi
Jacob Evan Leonard
Steven  Smiltneek
Zachary A. Sparks
Madeline A. Tabor

Magna Cum Laude
Caleb J. Blankenship

Carris  Case
Abanoub H. Halem

Theresa Ram Za Nuam Khim
Phillip  Lin

Robert  Turner

Cum Laude
Faris Fehed Alhazmi

Ali H. Aljafar
Amerah Omer Asel

Autumn Tyler Carter
Joshua O’Brian Dobson

Justin  Garner
Tarence  Rice

Samuel Gregory Scott
Michael Douglas Shellenbarger

India Janae Thompson
Anthony Andrew Wadsworth

T Anna J. Williams

COLLEGE OF HEALTH 
SCIENCES

Summa Cum Laude 
Bana K. Ali

Malik Mohammed Alrwaily
Mohaimeed Hamad Alshamrani

Brandi  Becoats
Emma Kate Colegrove
Brittany Renee Daniels

Evodia K. Farag
Sahar Sameer Hebaishi

Mohammad Al Hijj Kamese
Abeer K. Lotfy
Caitlin R. Mok
Fidelis  Obuzor

Merna Youssef Sadek
Lavan M. Shimeirani

Belinda Patrice Solomon

Magna Cum Laude
Sarah Nicole Adams
Batool Ali Albaqshi
Nouf A. Alfaraidi
Ali A. Alfatlawy

Adel Mohammed Alghamdi
Ahmed Abbas Alhuzimi

Abdullatif Ibrahim Almulhim
Bassam Zben Almuotiri

Ali Saeed Alqahtani
Abdalatef Salem Alrashedi

Nawaf Ali Alshammari
Haadi Marzouq Alssaedi

Mohammed  Alsubhi
Parshang  Bayazidi

Jazlyn Lea Day
Abraham L. Derbo

Shantane Briana Diamond
Eden Denna Ellis

Academic Honors
 	 Summa Cum Laude. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   A senior who has earned a grade point average of 3.75 or above.
 	 Magna Cum Laude . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  A senior who has earned a grade point average of 3.50 to 3.74.
 	 Cum Laude . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  A senior who has earned a grade point average of 3.25 to 3.49.
 	 University Honors. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  A senior who has earned a grade point average of 3.25 or above

and has fulfilled other requirements of the University Honors Program.

Candidates who have achieved honors in general scholarship are distinguished in procession by three-tassel gold braid cords. 
Those graduating with University Honors are distinguished by a scarlet braid cord with three gold tassels. The scarlet is symbolic 
of the University Honors Program; the gold, of general scholarship. The cords are provided by the University Honors Program.
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Chalyce Tionne Harris
Jostyn J. Hodges
Samira  Hussein

Kyleigh Paige Ivey
Kimberly D. Jeter
Breyanna  Johnson
Anaya L. Langford

Taylor A. Moore
Diana H. Sabry

Abigail E. Stephens
Latricia Lashaa Storey

Jaeda  Taylor
Aubrey Nicole Wade
Ashley Nicole Ware

Wenwei  Yan
Mervat F. Zaki

Cum Laude
Abdulmajeed  Alanazi

Bandar Abdullah Alanazi
Delaney Marie Banasiak

Toni Sherrell Bell
Brandon Edward Caruthers

Eriya Breon’ Daniel
Krislyn R. Dawkins

Dalia G. Elia
Talese Elaine Ellis

Maya Simone Ferguson
Zaynab S. Findi

Arlando Antonio Freeman
Warveen F. Galnasky

Keely  Gregory
Nancy Raafat Habib
Kotia Ladale Harris

Danielle  Howse
Rachel Ward Hurst
Gireen H. Hussain
Henna S. Ibrahim
Mikala  Jackson

Sarhara S. Jefferson
Amber Elizabeth Jennings

Matongo M. Jeremie
Amber Nicole Jones

Jemilah  Joseph
Trinity N. King
Zahra I. Kucher

Brianna J. Lawrence
Jabreauna D. Lawrence

Esteer  Makram
Kylie  Marshall

Candice Nicole Martin
Mason Chris McIntosh

Kayla Ann Nelson
Kelsie M. Nicholson

Amber C. Perry
Lindsay Danielle Perry
Kaitlin Dawn Reagan

Bethany Doris Robertson
Semon S. Sabir
Rogina A. Said

Kameron Jade Sanders
Kashonna L. Shelton

Kenya La’Sha Sheppard
Zorah J. Taplin

Serwan Khalid Tayib

Lacharles Juvuan Tyler
Desiree Marie Whitfield

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Summa Cum Laude 
Melisha  Brewington

Lyndsey Danielle Hall
Aubrey E. Kemp

Jose H. Lazo Oviedo
Taj Dehana Myles

Shayla Danielle Simmons
Desirae Shawntel Small
Sunnisha A. Stephenson
Kimberly Sarees Stevens

William T. Taylor
Redate  Tura

Austin Rollins Wilson

Magna Cum Laude
Meshari Adullah Hurayz Alotaibi

Helaleh  Bakhta
Kelita M. Browning
Jonathan C. Carrera

Sydnie J. Davis
Keirra Monet Ewah-Washington

Raluca B. Floarea
Mariam Samuel Gatas

Trelani C. Green
Ashley Taylor Harper
Kennedy M. Harper
Javonte  Jefferson

Darius Anthony Lewis
Shanterrica A. Morris

Barbara A. Olivis
Emily I. Perez

Elizabeth Rose Reed
Jennifer L. Russell
Taylor Lane Spivey

Willie Herbert Stewart
Robert Steven Taylor, Jr.
Olivia Carman Watson
Tomale M. Williams

Cum Laude
Stefanie Lorraine Avilla

Nuveen  Barwari
Alexis Danyelle Carroll
Alexis LaShaun Clark
Camillia O. Clayton
Miranda Paige Dove

Leona J. Dunn
Victoria Amber Gourdin
Victoria Amber Gourdin
Brejhe’ Sandre’a Halls
Richard Clinton Hayes

Hannah  Hughes
Jada R. Jordan

Danielle  Knight
Simone  Lancaster

Ajah LaKendra Leeth
Tonie L. McCormick

Naiya N. Morris
Bryce A. Oselen

Rodney Bernard Ragin

Calvin T. Ridgell
Taylor Elise Ross

Maria Brooke Shelton
Brittany M. Singleton

Sumone Danielle Steele
Ravan Deondra Sumerall

Kinnidi S. Warfield
Jessica Mykel Washington

Jamie L. Williams
Cheldrick Z. Wooding

Brionne  Young

COLLEGE OF LIFE AND 
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Summa Cum Laude
Tyona Lumbria Caldwell

Sara Z. Jamal
Arnel I. Smith

Hitesh  Vaishnav
Kierra  Ware

Magna Cum Laude
Chelcee B. Binder

Erin T. Clark
Samantha Melissa Deal

William  Edgington
Jazz Ana Ophelia Fields

Hlbeen F. Galnasky
Paige E. Harlin

Elyse Marie Lang
Jaela Lanae Payne

Terrill Anton Wakefield

Cum Laude
Renner  Antwi

Danielle K. Borlay
Keandria D. Craft

Angela  Curtis
Hanan E. Estfanous

Haidy  Gabra
Joshua Lameer Higginbottom

Bertha P. Lara
Brittinee  Merriweather

Michelle Darnielle Phillips
Shania M. Richardson
Sha’Kendria  Summers

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC SERVICES
Summa Cum Laude

Peter  Myles
Adrian J. Prather

Magna Cum Laude
Erin T. Clark

Antwonika Lapearl Murphy
Alexis Gabriella Ridley

Cum Laude
Aerial  Johnson

Marlycia  Johnson
Jazzi  Laster

Ronae Evette Marshall
Matthew Kain Taylor
Jazmine A. Wiggins
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Undergraduate Commencement
Order of Ceremony

Saturday, May 4, 2019
Dr. Glenda Glover, Eighth President

Tennessee State University
Presiding Officer

Prelude  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble
 Dr. Reginald McDonald, Conductor

Academic Processional (Audience remains seated)
	 Pomp and Circumstance -- Sir Edward Elgar . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  University Wind Ensemble

 Dr. Reginald McDonald, Conductor

College/School Banner Carriers/Marshals . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Students with Highest Academic Honors

Chief Marshal . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr. Oscar Miller
Professor of Sociology and Department Head 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Urban Professions

Presentation of Colors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Air Force ROTC Color Guard

The Star-Spangled Banner -- Francis Scott Key  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble
(Audience stands)	

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing -- James Weldon Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Video Presentation
(Audience stands) 

Invocation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Reverend Frank Stevenson, Sr.
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students, Division of Student Affairs

Greetings  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover
 
Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  The University Choir

 Dr. Susan M. Kelly, Director

Announcements and Acknowledgments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Lesia L. Crumpton-Young
Vice President for Research and Institutional Advancement

Introduction of Speaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Alexius Olivia Dingle
Highest GPA 

Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Michael Eric Dyson
Professor, Author, Preacher, and Radio Host

45



Presentation of Honorary Degree .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr. Michael Eric Dyson 

Presentation of Vintagers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover

Recognition of Honor Students &
Presentation of the Student Academic Excellence Award  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President Glenda Glover

Alexius Olivia Dingle, Agricultural Science Major, College of Agriculture 

Blessing C. Ajumobi, Agricultural Science Major, College of Agriculture

Pragati Natraj, Psychology Major, College of Education

Abhilasha Vishwanath, Psychology Major, College of Education

Presentation of Deans of Colleges and Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dr. Alisa L. Mosley
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs

 
Dr. Chandra Reddy, Dean of the College of Agricultural

Dr. Millicent Lownes-Jackson, Dean of the College of Business
Dr. Heraldo V. Richards, Interim Dean of the College of Education

Dr. S. Keith Hargrove, Dean of the College of Engineering
Dr. Ron Barredo, Interim Dean of the College of Health Sciences

Dr. Gloria C. Johnson, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Lonnie Sharpe, Interim Dean of the College of Life and Physical Sciences

Dr. Michael Harris, Dean of the College of Public Service
Dr. Alex Sekwat, Associate Dean of Graduate Studies and Research  

Conferring and Awarding of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  President Glenda Glover

Alumni Induction Ceremony  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Ms. Joni McReynolds
National President, TSU National Alumni Association

I hereby fervently pledge my lifelong loyalty, service, and financial support to my alma
mater in appreciation for the opportunities afforded me at Tennessee State University.

I pledge to maintain active membership in the national alumni association, to encourage
others to attend Tennessee State University, and to become a part of a global society of
notable alumni who promote excellence as a way of life.

I further pledge to exemplify the high ideals of my alma mater, and to continue to hold
fast to the University’s motto - Think. Work. Serve.

The Alma Mater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . University Wind Ensemble and University Choir

Benediction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Reverend Frank Stevenson, Sr.
Associate Vice President and Dean of Students, Division of Student Affairs

Recessional (Audience remains seated)  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  University Wind Ensemble
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UndergraduateCommencement Speaker
Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

Professor, Author, Minister, and Radio Host

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson is one of the nation’s most renowned public intellectuals. 
Known for his striking insight on controversial issues including race, politics and 
pop culture, he has been called “a street fighter in a suit and tie.”

Ordained as a Baptist minister at the age of 19, Dr. Dyson was born in Detroit, 
Michigan.  He attended Cranbrook School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, on an 
academic scholarship and eventually graduated from Northwestern High School.  
After working in factories to support his family, Dr. Dyson enrolled in Knoxville 
College as a freshman at the age of 21. He obtained his bachelor’s degree, magna cum laude, from Carson-Newman 
College (1985), and his master’s (1991) and Ph.D. (1993) in religion from Princeton University.

A prolific author, Dr. Dyson is a contributing opinion writer at the New York Times. He is a contributing editor at New 
Republic, host of the Michael Eric Dyson Podcast, Featuring Dr. Dan Ratner, and can be seen as a political analyst on MSNBC.

Dr. Dyson serves as professor of Sociology at Georgetown University. He has taught at Chicago Theological Seminary, 
Brown University, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Columbia University, DePaul University, and the 
University of Pennsylvania.  

Essence has named Dr. Dyson one of the 50 most inspiring African Americans and Ebony has listed him among the 100 
most influential black Americans. He often speaks at universities and political conventions, but is also known for his 
speaking engagements at union halls, prisons, classrooms, and churches.

Throughout his career, Dr. Dyson has had a profound effect on American culture and thinking. Described by Michael A. 
Fletcher as “a Princeton Ph.D. and a child of the streets who takes pains never to separate the two,” Dyson has authored 
or edited more than 20 books dealing with subjects such as Malcolm X, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Marvin Gaye, Nas’s 
debut album Illmatic, Bill Cosby, Tupac Shakur, and Hurricane Katrina. His 1994 book, Making Malcolm: The Myth and 
Meaning of Malcolm X, became a New York Times notable book of the year. He has won two NAACP Image Awards for 
Outstanding Literary Work in non-fiction and the American Book Award in 2007 for Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane 
Katrina and the Color of Disaster.

His latest book, What Truth Sounds Like, continues the conversation started in his 2017 bestseller Tears We Cannot Stop, 
and was the winner of the 2018 Southern Books Prize for nonfiction. 

Dr. Dyson is married to Marcia Louise. He has three children, Michael, Maisha, and Maidyson.
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COLLEGE OF 
AGRICULTURE
Dr. Chandra Reddy

Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES
Blessing Chimezie Ajumobi Madison, TN
Serenity Y. Bass Dayton, OH
Micah A. Blake Smith Troy, MI
Shasta L. Charlton Nashville, TN
Amaris C. Daniels Jacksonville, FL
Alexius Olivia Dingle Summerton, SC
CheKenna Fletcher Lebanon, TN
Natasshia N. Gaddes Nashville, TN
Dominique Aliyah Harris Cincinnati, OH
Erica Murray La Vergne, TN
Steve Edison Osborne Nashville, TN
Marquette S. Pate Memphis, TN
Kayla C. Sampson Jackson, MS
Jasmine Evette Smith Shelbyville, TN
Reavan Latrice Starks Nashville, TN
Kristen N. Stigger Memphis, TN
Jory Rashaan Teague Chattanooga, TN
Ashley Kyana Warner Memphis, TN
Zedonia Micah Williams Southfield, MI
Gabrielle Amia Younginer McDonough, GA

BIOLOGY
Simone Compton Chicago, IL

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Chanice Monique Garner Memphis, TN
James I. Harvey Nashville, TN
Qubilah Norman Fairburn, GA

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE
Fatema O. Algatrani Nashville, TN
Sairan Amedi Nashville, TN
Colbie E. Andrews Cordova, TN
TaKeya Dashawn Ball Washington, DC
Maddison MaKensie Clark Lyles, TN
Brandy J. Flenoy Madison, TN

Chanice Monique Garner Memphis, TN
Rana M. Hantouli Antioch, TN
Casmen L. Jackson Nashville, TN
Jada M. Knight Nashville, TN
Jasmine M. Lee Bowling Green, KY
Daliyah Little Chattanooga, TN
Jodecee Jaree Lucas Manchester, MO
Imani M. Peterson Milwaukee, WI
Grayson Bracey Ross Nashville, TN
Ashley M. Rudd Memphis, TN
India S. Scott Memphis, TN

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Millicent Lownes-Jackson

Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION____________________________________________________________

ACCOUNTING
Mary A. Agib Cane Ridge, TN
Essa Mohammed E Alhammad Calgary Alberta T3
Neven Eid Bolus Mount Juliet, TN
Juritha A. Brent Antioch, TN
Justin C. Camp Lithonia, GA
Yasmin Biaonca Freeman Mauldin, SC
Kathy Ann Grant Antioch, TN
Shakur H. Jackson Sandy Springs, GA
Ashley A. Jordan Hendersonville, TN
Dalton J. Meyer Westmoreland, TN
Makiah Shanice Rush Mount Vernon, IL
Nina Schiffer Hendersonville, TN
Jonathan Alexander Tucker Cane Ridge, TN

UndergraduateCandidates for Degrees
2019 Spring Commencement
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BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Nicole Abernathy Nashville, TN
Lajan H. Ahmed Nolensville, TN
Radi‏ Alanazi Riyadh
Ahmed Saeed Alghamdi Riyadh
Abdullah Gazee Alharbi Riyahd
Abdullah Alobaid Riyadh
Abdullah Ibrahim Alsahli Beavercreek, OH
Ibtisam Ibrahim Alsahli Riyadh
Joshua Avery Nashville, TN
Quaimane A. Ayers Memphis, TN
Wessam Baakdah Riyadh
Abdulrhman Helme Bahannan Riyadh
Saeed Bahattab Seattle, WA
Dalicia Baldwin Dallas, GA
Tyler Christian Banks Memphis, TN
Ahmad G. Bradley Old Hickory, TN
Nathan Robert Cooper Columbia, TN
Thomas L. Davis Nolensville, TN
Joshua E. Dobbins Antioch, TN
Joena B. Drummond Madison, TN
Frances Denise Floyd Nashville, TN
James William Ford Nashville, TN
Samuel James Foster Chattanooga, TN
Jasmine Nicole Fulton Lithonia, GA
Samuel Neal Gatlin Mount Juliet, TN
Kelsey K. Gengler Effingham, IL
Jalynn M. Gordon Milwaukee, WI
Alexis Nichelle Guyton Cordova, TN
Derrick D. Hankins Lakeland, TN
Phillip Alexander Hardy Whites Creek, TN
Randale De’Vontae Harris Highland Home, AL
J’karlon Harrison Douglasville, GA
Kirolos S. Henin Antioch, TN
Charles Hill Nashville, TN
Morgan K. Jackson Jackson, MS
Devon M. Jefferson Murfreesboro, TN
Alveena Karim Mount Juliet, TN
Tyler Preston Kelley Columbia, TN
Robert Logan Lewis Hermitage, TN
Gai B. Luom Antioch, TN
Shayla D. McClendon Knoxville, TN
Kevin B. McHenry Jr Jacksonville, AR
DaJon LaRenee’ McRae Memphis, TN
Montez DeSean Mickles Nashville, TN
Marilyn Elizabeth Izetta Monroe Saint Louis, MO
Maurice Dequan James Moss Memphis, TN
Drew P. Owens Brookhaven, GA
Ripal A. Patel Nashville, TN
Lauren Kay Powell Springboro, OH
Jonathan B. Quaye Antioch, TN
Nia N’kaiah Reese Madison, AL
Marques J. Robinson Chicago, IL
Xavier G. Robinson Smyrna, GA
Joseph M. Salib Nashville, TN
LaPorschia Anquinnette Sanders Memphis, TN
Corde A. Stewart Antioch, TN
Alexandria Tidwell Nashville, TN
William Anthony Troutt Camden, TN

Danielle E. Tucker Cane Ridge, TN
Bishar Webo Nashville, TN
Carlos Deondre Welch Redford, MI
Brianna S. White Lithonia, GA
David William White Chicago, IL
Shemika Monique Wiley Nashville, TN
Corinne Williams Oak Park, IL
Tamera Williams Novato, CA
Arnella Williams-Foster Saint Louis, MO

BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEM
Sabeah Sadiq Alabbad Riyadh
Mohammad A. Alajlan Riyadh
Ahmed Saeed Alghamdi Riyadh
Abdullah Gazee Alharbi Riyahd
Fahad Suliman Alhussain Buraydah
Mohammad Tariq Alnouri Salt Lake City, UT
Abdullah Ibrahim Alsahli Beavercreek, OH
Ibtisam Ibrahim Alsahli Riyadh
Daoud Bader Altariman Riyadh
Abdulrhman Helme Bahannan Riyadh
Gabriel M. Bowers Antioch, TN
Alysia M. Ogbeiwi Nashville, TN
Mina Safwat Yousef Mt Juliet, TN

ECONOMICS AND FINANCE
Khalid Waleed Abu Alnaja Riyadh
Osama Alhammad Riyadh
Bandar Alkhaldi Riyadh
Ahmad Hassan Almalki Riyadh
Abdullah Alobaid Riyadh
Basil Alshaban Dammam
Metab Mahdi M Alwalah Vancouver BC, V6B 3
Donnesha Jovita Brittmon Memphis, TN
Nicholas R. Dunigan Cane Ridge, TN
Rosario James Falzone Nashville, TN
Mohammed Abdallah Halabi Riyadh
Elicia C. Holmes Southfield, MI
Megan Jane Huppee Liberty Hill, TX
Colin Webster Lee Murrieta, CA
Kellon C. Lomax Memphis, TN
Elizabeth McDonell Hermitage, TN
James M. Woodard Memphis, TN
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Dr. Heraldo V. Richards

Interim Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

PSYCHOLOGY
Jennifer Nykole Adair Cordova, TN
Saavon C. Alexander Madison, TN
Chira Amedi Nashville, TN
Connor Presley Anderson Franklin, TN
Kenneesha Shontell Johan Beckwith Markham, IL
Kirsten Elizabeth Beverly Clinton, MD
Julie Victoria Brown Mt Juliet, TN
Rachelle S. Brown Memphis, TN
Nadia Ladaven Butterfield Hampton, GA
Candice J. Cason Nashville, TN
Kathryn Lee Christopher Nashville, TN
Simone Compton Chicago, IL
Timerik Emanuel James Cook Decatur, GA
Jasmin D. Cowan Memphis, TN
Chanel L. Diggs Saint Louis, MO
Cassedra Goldthreate Nashville, TN
Whitni R. Goolsby Bellwood, IL
Karrina D. Ingram Flossmoor, IL
Kashaf Iqbal Nashville, TN
Chelsea Nicole Johnson Hixson, TN
Alexandria N. Lawler Nashville, TN
Bryah S. Mckinzie Saint Louis, MO
Breanna McNeese Anderson, IN
Pragati Natraj Bangalore

Cory L. Parker Memphis, TN
Brittany V. Partee Memphis, TN
Latasha Ross Nashville, TN
Anthony Shah Antioch, TN
Jamia Simone Sims Huntsville, AL
Yn’kioko Aiyana Tillery Nashville, TN
Abhilasha Vishwanath Karnataka
Jylan Rashaad Washington Nashville, TN
Uniquia Shakura Wells Hermitage, TN
Jada Kelli Wilson Madison, TN

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
Dr. S. Keith Hargrove

Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

AERONAUTICAL AND
INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

Abdulrahman Mohammed Alahmed Riyadh
Abdallah Sliman Alblawi Greensboro, NC
Ahmad Mhmad A Alghamdi Vancouver
Nawaf Saeed Alghamdi Riyadh
Faris Fehed Alhazmi Yanbu
Alaa Ali D Alkhamisi Jeddah
Hassan Alosif Riyadh
Mohammed Ibrahim Alshaikh Tabuk
Hassan Ali Alzahrani Riyadh
Salman Saud Bin Shayi Riyadh
Stephen James Cole Saint Louis, MO
Lamara Latrice Glass Knoxville, TN
Kevin A. Hampton Chattanooga, TN
Jared Thomas Jackson Missouri City, TX
Hasim Mohammed Madinah Al Munawarah
Mobark Adel Nawar Jeddah
Mohanad Lafi Shaker Medinah

ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
Abdulaziz Ibrahim Buaishah Al Ahssa
Jacob Evan Leonard Kingston Springs, TN
Ernest Joseph Obasi Grandview, MO
Dwight Horsento Pullen Denver, CO
Zachary A. Sparks Nashville, TN

CIVIL ENGINEERING
Samal Aminashairi Antioch, TN
Carris Case Nashville, TN
Justin Garner Nashville, TN
Jerome Henderson III Clarksville, TN
Madeline A. Tabor Vine Grove, KY
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
Rayan Ghazi Abukelab Riyadh
Abdullah Al Fadhil Najran
Ali H. Aljafar Al Hasa
Bader Aljohani Riyadh
Mohammed Abdullah Alotaibi Buraydah
Ahmed Sannat Alshaibani Riyadh
Omar Moghram Alshehri Riyadh
Abdulaziz Turki Alturki Riyadh
Kiara Albernette Armstrong Memphis, TN
Amerah Omer Asel Atlanta, GA
Alyia Monique Beason Amelia, OH
Nawaf Hamad Bin Hamdan Riyadh
Caleb J. Blankenship Nashville, TN
DeMonte Dashun Bonner Memphis, TN
Elliot Davy Matteson, IL
Theresa Ram Za Nuam Khim Antioch, TN
Brandon P. Lee Nashville, TN
Phillip Lin Antioch, TN
Madja D. Patrick Paris, TN
Lauren Chanel Pitts Trussville, AL
Mohamoud Abdulqadir Tallman Nashville, TN
India Janae Thompson Mitchellville, MD
T Anna J. Williams Nashville, TN
Reginald D. Woods Memphis, TN
Clifton Yancy Florissant, MO

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Mohammed F. Alrageeb Jeddah
Tynesha Brianna Nicole Bonds Brown Deer, WI
Jada B. Brown Cincinnati, OH
Autumn Tyler Carter Knoxville, TN
Abanoub H. Halem Antioch, TN
Briana A. Kemp Huntsville, AL
Tarence Rice Detroit, MI
Anthony Andrew Wadsworth Franklin, TN
Desiree’ Shannice Whitener Washington, DC

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
Amal Ahmed Abdillahi Nashville, TN
Ali Al Ibrahim Safwa
Ali Hassan Alahmari Greenville, SC
Mothana J. Algezi Smyrna, TN
Ahmed Turki Alharbi Nashville, TN
Mohammed S. Alyami Arlington, TX
Joshua O’Brian Dobson Madison, TN
David Hamilton Nashville, TN
Samuel Gregory Scott Thompsons Station, TN
Michael Douglas Shellenbarger Clarksville, TN
Steven Smiltneek Smyrna, TN
Armoni Lee Towner South Holland, IL
Robert Turner Nashville, TN
Aarin L. Whitehurst Clarksville, TN
William M. Woodfork Memphis, TN

COLLEGE OF
HEALTH SCIENCES

Dr. Ron Barredo
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
ASSOCIATE OF

APPLIED SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

DENTAL HYGIENE
Sarah Nicole Adams Murfreesboro, TN
Delaney Marie Banasiak Clarksville, TN
Chyvonne L. Bradford Antioch, TN
Micaela B. Douglas Pleasant View, TN
Abby Danielle Fowler Clarksville, TN
Keely Gregory Clarksville, TN
Shannon F. Gunter Cumberland Furnace, TN
Angel Laronda Harris Tuscaloosa, AL
Kelli K. Harris Palmetto, GA
Kaitlyn Harville Baxter, TN
Savannah Hopkins Nashville, TN
Nadira Issa Nashville, TN
Kyleigh Paige Ivey Kingston Springs, TN
Amber Elizabeth Jennings Dickson, TN
Crystal Renee Low Nashville, TN
Elizabeth C. Metcalfe Pegram, TN
Zekriya N. Ramazan Antioch, TN
Bethany Doris Robertson Springfield, TN
Kashonna L. Shelton Clarksville, TN
Alexandra Starkey Lebanon, TN
Aubrey Nicole Wade Kingston Springs, TN
Desiree Marie Whitfield Camden, TN
Jamisha E. Wynn Memphis, TN
Jana L. Zulewski Joelton, TN

NURSING
Maria T. Bazie La Vergne, TN
Kelly A. Brown Gallatin, TN
Martha Kaye Doss Pleasant Shade, TN
Tina K. Holland Westmoreland, TN
Deandrea P. Lockridge Mt Juliet, TN
Kayla Dawn Troutt Red Boiling Springs, TN

____________________________________________________________
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

IN NURSING____________________________________________________________

NURSING
Paula Abongo Antioch, TN
Bisola Joy Adewoye Antioch, TN
Tonya Renee Bowers Nashville, TN
Breanna Abigail Brown Brentwood, TN
Shayla C. Bush Nashville, TN
Alexis Canada Collierville, TN
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Mason L. Caples Nashville, TN
Eliza Cho Nashville, TN
Eriya Breon’ Daniel Dayton, OH
Shantane Briana Diamond Millington, TN
Zaynab S. Findi Nashville, TN
Lauren A. Franklin Nashville, TN
Arlando Antonio Freeman Antioch, TN
Ashely Victoria Galindo Columbia, TN
Ebony T. Harris Nashville, TN
Kamilah J. Herbert Antioch, TN
Jostyn J. Hodges Nashville, TN
Alexis Marie Johnson Mt Juliet, TN
Kierra Dashun Johnson Albany, GA
Trinity N. King Sevierville, TN
Zahra I. Kucher Nashville, TN
Brianna J. Lawrence Conyers, GA
Jabreauna D. Lawrence La Vergne, TN
Charnice Vivian Lipscomb South Holland, IL
Inari Monae Malone Clarksville, TN
Kayla Ann Nelson Antioch, TN
Fidelis Obuzor Nashville, TN
Mikayla Mashell Oliver Cahokia, IL
Micole D. Ramey Madison, TN
Hannah L. Rowe Murfreesboro, TN
Timera Vanessa Rupert Oak Ridge, TN
Lavette M. Smith Madison, TN
Abigail E. Stephens Fairview, TN
Latricia Lashaa Storey Antioch, TN
Gretchen Vire Columbia, TN
Anna A. Waddell Saint Charles, MO

____________________________________________________________
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

CARDIORESPIRATORY
CARE SCIENCE

Rundique Abdullah Antioch, TN
Batool Ali Albaqshi Riyadh
Nouf A. Alfaraidi Riyadh
Malik Mohammed Alrwaily Riyadh
Mohaimeed Hamad Alshamrani Riyadh
Chelsea D. Anderson Clarksville, TN
Afnan Asel Riyadh
Jazlyn Lea Day Cincinnati, OH
Evodia K. Farag Mt Juliet, TN
Warveen F. Galnasky Nashville, TN
Nancy Raafat Habib Antioch, TN
Sahar Sameer Hebaishi Atlanta, GA
Gireen H. Hussain Antioch, TN
Mohammad Al Hijj Kamese Riyadh
Abeer K. Lotfy Antioch, TN
Gennifer Maclin Arlington, TN
Esteer Makram Antioch, TN
Kylie Marshall Clarksville, TN
Semon S. Sabir Antioch, TN
Diana H. Sabry Antioch, TN
Merna Youssef Sadek Nashville, TN

Rogina A. Said Antioch, TN
Jasmine Deshonda Simmons Harrison, TN
Serwan Khalid Tayib Antioch, TN
Mervat F. Zaki Antioch, TN

DENTAL HYGIENE
Rachel Ward Hurst Clarksville, TN

HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION 
AND PLANNING

Bandar Abdullah Alanazi Riyadh
Abdullatif Ibrahim Almulhim Riyadh
Emma Kate Colegrove Clarkston, MI
Chalyce Tionne Harris Ellenwood, GA
Matongo M. Jeremie Nashville, TN
Christian Jeremy LaSane Memphis, TN
Keadra A. Lucas Memphis, TN
Jade F. Majors Goodlettsville, TN
Therese Rwiyereka Nyirampirwa Nashville, TN
Lavan M. Shimeirani Nashville, TN
Belinda Patrice Solomon Birmingham, AL
Atealyah D. Tucker La Vergne, TN

HEALTH INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT

Abdulmajeed Alanazi Riyadh
Ali A. Alfatlawy Nashville, TN
Adel Mohammed Alghamdi Riyadh
Waleed Aljohani Nashville, TN
Ali Saeed Alqahtani Riyadh
Abdulaziz Abdullah Alrabah Riyadh
Abdalatef Salem Alrashedi Hartford, CT
Abdulwahab Theyab Alshammari Riyadh
Nawaf Alshammari San Antonio, TX
Haadi Marzouq Alssaedi Jeddah
Mohammed Alsubhi Riyadh
Abraham L. Derbo Antioch, TN
Dalia G. Elia Nashville, TN
Danielle Howse Nashville, TN
Henna S. Ibrahim Nashville, TN
Sarhara S. Jefferson East Hazel Crest, IL
Kimberly D. Jeter Memphis, TN
Angelique S. Jordan Madison, TN
Kelsie M. Nicholson Memphis, TN
Gracita Novembre Antioch, TN
Ashley Nicole Ware Hermitage, TN

HEALTH SCIENCES
Ahmed Abbas Alhuzimi Buraydah
Bana K. Ali Antioch, TN
Abdulmajeed Aljohani Ryadiah
Bassam Zben Almuotiri Buraydah
Mohammed Naif Almutairi Hafar Albatin
Nawaf Ali Alshammari Buraydah
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Shununa K. Anderson Cordova, TN
Mohammed Shafiq Baban Saihat
Jada S. Baker Medina, TN
Parshang Bayazidi Nashville, TN
Brandi Becoats La Vergne, TN
Sy’Mone Lashay Bishop Smyrna, TN
Kayla J. Brookins Saint Louis, MO
Khalil Anthony Cook Decatur, IL
Alayzia A’Mari Cooks Jonesboro, GA
Sydney N. Cowins Saint Louis, MO
Andrew B. Crawford Nashville, TN
Brittany Renee Daniels Chicago, IL
Brianna Symone Davis Atlanta, GA
Shantine Deondra Davis Fairburn, GA
Alexia C. Ealey Snellville, GA
Mi’Shay M. Elder Hermitage, TN
Eden Denna Ellis Portland, TN
Talese Elaine Ellis Eastpointe, MI
Latonya M. Ensley Hendersonville, TN
Morgan M. Ervin Lexington, KY
Mariah A. Fortner Cordova, TN
Jade A. Franklin Chicago, IL
Marlesia Antarius Gilliland Memphis, TN
Jayla Renee’ Hammonds Indianapolis, IN
Kotia Ladale Harris Cleveland, OH
Skylar L. Harris Memphis, TN
Atrienne Nichole Hayes Arlington, TN
Samira Hussein Stone Mountain, GA
Mikala Jackson Murfreesboro, TN
Essence D. James Memphis, TN
Breyanna Johnson Nashville, TN
Skylar A. Johnson Detroit, MI
Jemilah Joseph Mableton, GA
Kristen Nicole Kuli-zade Brentwood, TN
Anaya L. Langford Warren, OH
Jaelyn Nicole Maize Chattanooga, TN

Candice Nicole Martin Huntsville, AL
Caitlin R. Mok Franklin, TN
Taylor A. Moore Nashville, TN
Kandis Della Myton Maryland Heights, MO
Briunna M. Oliver Cordova, TN
Amber C. Perry Goodlettsville, TN
Chyna Le’Daziahnae Porter Columbus, OH
Kaitlin Dawn Reagan Lafayette, TN
Kameron Jade Sanders Memphis, TN
Aaliyah T. Shannon Cordova, TN
Kenya La’Sha Sheppard Memphis, TN
Lisa F. Steele Nashville, TN
Zorah J. Taplin Memphis, TN
Jaeda Taylor Memphis, TN
Tiana Elise Thompson Eads, TN
Kymiah D. Walton Fairfield, AL
Leah Jeanay Willie Dallas, GA
Amina Lowanna Winfrey Memphis, TN
Wenwei Yan Nashville, TN

HUMAN PERFORMANCE
AND SPORT SCIENCE

Porsche L. Akridge Chattanooga, TN
William Edward Asapansa-Dennis Sandersville, GA
Toni Sherrell Bell La Vergne, TN
Erroll T. Burruss Meridianville, AL
Brandon Edward Caruthers Powder Springs, GA
Malik Rashad Davis College Park, GA
Krislyn R. Dawkins Cincinnati, OH
Daniel Eric Del Valle Nashville, TN
Taylor Janae’ Dixson Powder Springs, GA
Maya Simone Ferguson Ellenwood, GA
Ethan L. Hayden Detroit, MI
Rachel Leah Henderson Fort Worth, TX
Jeremiah I. Hendricks Knoxville, TN
Jamari Lechelle Hunter Nashville, TN
Courtney F. Jaeb Franklin, TN
Devon K. Johnson Huntsville, AL
Amber Nicole Jones Madison, TN
Ragime Jones Chicago, IL
Mason Chris McIntosh Hendersonville, TN
Joshua D. Morris Memphis, TN
LeDarius Osborne Nashville, TN
Jordan Elizabeth Parker Saint Louis, MO
Rokiya L. Parker Southfield, MI
Lindsay Danielle Perry Nashville, TN
Melanie R. Reaves Jackson, TN
Kennerio Deshun Roberson Memphis, TN
Lachavious Simmons Selma, AL
Desmond Devonte Tanner Clarksville, TN
Bria Autinae Troy Redford, MI
Jarvis Jerome Turner Saint Louis, MO
Lacharles Juvuan Tyler Milwaukee, WI
Devin M. Wilson Nashville, TN
Daniel Huston Wolfard Hendersonville, TN
LaSherian Elleniah Wright Memphis, TN
Chinaria Sharae Younger Bellevue, TN
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COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Dr. Gloria Johnson

Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF ARTS____________________________________________________________

COMMUNICATION
Mikayla Banks-Crockett Spring, TX
Armon C. Bell Chattanooga, TN
Courtnee K. Boyd River Forest, IL
Camillia O. Clayton Nolensville, TN
Leona J. Dunn Omaha, NE
Maya A. Evans Nashville, TN
Keirra Monet Ewah-Washington Austin, TX
Kasia M. Isabell Antioch, TN
Jada R. Jordan Kentwood, MI
Kree A. Kelly Vallejo, CA
Quintis I. Maddox Lithonia, GA
Derrius A. Mason Antioch, TN
Alexis N. Thornton Murfreesboro, TN
Summer Gabriel Williams Gallatin, TN

ENGLISH
Tarrolyn Barras Collierville, TN
Joshua Dewayne Bolden Memphis, TN
Ashley Nichole Doxy Chicago, IL
Oneshia N. Evans Nashville, TN
Victoria Amber Gourdin Fort Washington, MD
Trelani C. Green Murfreesboro, TN
Alicia M. Holt Antioch, TN
India Hunter Antioch, TN
Kayla Tennille McCrary Fairburn, GA
Christopher D. Miller Nashville, TN
Barbara A. Olivis Pittsburgh, PA
Janice Jeaneen Welch Racine, WI

HISTORY
Tiffany Julian Old Hickory, TN
Ashleigh K. Riddle Nashville, TN
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

ART
Nuveen Barwari Nashville, TN
Deonis Roshone Bells Brownsville, TN
Abigail Dasilva Antioch, TN
KeDarius D. Davis Memphis, TN
Nyla-Marie Sikujwa Flowers Memphis, TN
Danaishia Kiara Forney Clarksville, TN
Starr C. Gordon Nashville, TN
Simone Lancaster Detroit, MI
Steven Foster Murphy Nashville, TN

Jasmine J. Plummer Nashville, TN
Elizabeth Rose Reed Lawrenceburg, TN
Sumone Danielle Steele North Little Rock, AR
Hayley M. Trent Nashville, TN

ARTS AND SCIENCES
Michael P. Brock Nashville, TN
Justin J. Brooks Memphis, TN
Shayldeon T. Brownlee Nashville, TN
Thomas L. Burton Memphis, TN
Armani Mandel Chaney Evergreen Park, IL
Cleo C. Childress Fort Worth, TX
Ezekiel Gabriel Collins Mount Juliet, TN
Haley B. Dorris Portland, TN
Quinnesha Nicole Duncan Grand Junction, TN
Fa’Drianne J. Edmondson Madison, TN
Raluca B. Floarea Gallatin, TN
Sable C. Golson Spring Hill, TN
Chelsea Kay Grosscup Old Hickory, TN
Lyndsey Danielle Hall Hartsville, TN
Paige Emily Hancock Lafayette, TN
Markeshia Antonette Harding Memphis, TN
Ashley Taylor Harper Castalian Springs, TN
Kennedy M. Harper Lafayette, TN
Dacasta Dahjour Harris Murfreesboro, TN
Elandra J. Hawkins Nashville, TN
Dajion Henderson Los Angeles, CA
Hannah Hughes Lafayette, TN
William I. Johnson Antioch, TN
Emily Faith Kelly Hendersonville, TN
Aubrey E. Kemp Dixon Springs, TN
Ronald E. Kimmons Memphis, TN
Ajah LaKendra Leeth Birmingham, AL
Shelton G. Like Memphis, TN
Jakia D. Lumar Ooltewah, TN
Tania Mejia Nashville, TN
Kaylan Iman Morgan Hendersonville, TN
Briana D. Owens West Peoria, IL
Jasmine Penson Aurora, IL
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Maria Brooke Shelton Watertown, TN
Asia Jenay Sims Paris, KY
Brittany M. Singleton Gallatin, TN
Marasha Alesia Smith Nashville, TN
Michael Smith Miramar, FL
Taylor Lane Spivey Lafayette, TN
Kimberly Sarees Stevens Hendersonville, TN
Katelyn G. Teague Hendersonville, TN
Kenneth Eugene Turner Ellenwood, GA
Jessica Mykel Washington Saint Louis, MO
Kamilah Marie Williams Nashville, TN
Antianna Raeshon Wills Lithonia, GA
Christopher S. Woods Indianapolis, IN
Tara Woods Nashville, TN
Kayla Brianne Workman West Palm Beach, FL

COMMUNICATION
Stefanie Lorraine Avilla Lotus, CA
Kaila S. Boyd Smyrna, TN
Franceska Annetra Brown College Park, GA
Kelita M. Browning Camden, AR
Joiya M. Caruthers Antioch, TN
Alexis LaShaun Clark Columbus, GA
Dejah A. Darkins Southfield, MI
Sydnie J. Davis Madison, TN
Dalvino DeVante Denson Bartlett, TN
Derrius D. Deshotel Belleville, IL
Jalen Ty Duke Nashville, TN
Arkeem J. Granger Pembroke Pines, FL
Joselyn Y. Hall Nashville, TN
Brejhe’ Sandre’a Halls Atlanta, GA
Richae S. Hassell Goodlettsville, TN
Samuel I. Hayes Mc Ewen, TN
Alexia King Monroe, GA
Shawnice McCray Knoxville, TN
David Moss Nashville, TN
Taj Dehana Myles Milwaukee, WI
Alan Robert Henry Nettles Nashville, TN
Bryce A. Oselen Memphis, TN
Tamarah Latryce Perkins Brownsburg, IN
Alexis Gail Pierce Redford, MI
Jennifer L. Russell Franklin, TN

Marcherie J. Savage Chattanooga, TN
Jewel W. Saxon Wetumpka, AL
Shayla Danielle Simmons Clinton, MD
Jasmir Kache Spearman Lithonia, GA
Chase H. Stevenson Nashville, TN
Tanisha Janae Taylor Cordova, TN
William T. Taylor Covington, TN
Jocelyn A. Webster Murfreesboro, TN
Tomale M. Williams Chicago, IL
Jada Louise Willis Jonesboro, GA
Cheldrick Z. Wooding Lithonia, GA

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Ali Alsalem Burraydah
Ariel Amerson Detroit, MI
Melisha Brewington McMinnville, TN
Alexis Danyelle Carroll Chattanooga, TN
Sha’Retha R. Crowley Nashville, TN
Miranda Paige Dove Rock Island, TN
Destyne A. Dunlap Belleville, IL
Mariam Samuel Gatas Antioch, TN
Zorri Jermaine Houston Chicago, IL
Jaterica Humphrey Cordova, TN
Nina Marie Hunter Upper Marlboro, MD
Javonte Jefferson Grand Rapids, MI
Troy Douglas Johnson Memphis, TN
Alexus T. Lipford Memphis, TN
Ricky Eugene Madden Nashville, TN
Kaylah Martin Chicago, IL
Denzell Jadarius Mason Memphis, TN
Tonie L. McCormick Saint Louis, MO
Naiya N. Morris Madison, WI
Joshua William Palko Harriman, TN
Emily I. Perez Madison, TN
Sydney Larke Riddick Nashville, TN
Calvin T. Ridgell Memphis, TN
Wimberly J. Robinson O Fallon, IL
Rebecca C. Shaw Brownsville, TN
Desirae Shawntel Small Nashville, TN
Sunnisha A. Stephenson Charlotte Amalie, VI
Willie Herbert Stewart Colorado Spgs, CO
Robert Steven Taylor, Jr. Clarksville, TN
Meyata Talice Thomas Ripley, TN
Jesus A. Trejo Lebanon, TN
Precious C. Turner Dayton, OH
Kinnidi S. Warfield Chicago, IL
Olivia Carman Watson Saint Charles, MO
Jalynn Patrice Williams Wesley Chapel, FL
Jamie L. Williams White House, TN
Keturah Marianni Javair Wilson Washington, DC
Brionne Young Dickson, TN
Marina Zaki Antioch, TN

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
Helaleh Bakhta Nashville, TN
Tabitha Johnson Bass Antioch, TN
Felicia Blakely Spring Hill, TN
Romanneck D. Branham Gallatin, TN
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Trenton A. Britt Huntsville, AL
Anatha loRes Dawson Nashville, TN
Shontanae Hamilton Cane Ridge, TN
Egypt L. Johnson Nashville, TN
Robin Louise Johnson Oak Ridge, TN
Darlene Moore Nashville, TN
Marcus D. Morris Murfreesboro, TN
David R. Swindle Auburn Hills, MI
Nelecia Todd Rossville, TN

MUSIC
Keyana M. Cole Birmingham, AL
Andre D. Dolberry Chattanooga, TN
Holland Deja Ealy Decatur, GA
Richard Clinton Hayes Springfield, IL
Darius Anthony Lewis Memphis, TN
Kalyn Alise Mapp Fishers, IN
Marlon D. McNeal Memphis, TN
Marques Pinson Nashville, TN
Rodney Bernard Ragin Lithonia, GA
Taylor Elise Ross Kodiak, AK
Ennis J. Tait Cincinnati, OH

POLITICAL SCIENCE
Meshari Adullah Hurayz Alotaibi Taif
Lauren Ashley Berry Chicago, IL
Morgan Nicole Brown Nashville, TN
Jonathan C. Carrera Nashville, TN
Rayn Alexandria Crawford Chicago, IL
Victoria Amber Gourdin Fort Washington, MD
Danielle Knight Heath, OH
Jose H. Lazo Oviedo Smyrna, TN
Shanterrica A. Morris Olive Branch, MS
Nicholas Brandon Patterson Memphis, TN
John V. Robinson Englewood, NJ
Ravan Deondra Sumerall Memphis, TN
Redate Tura Antioch, TN
Austin Rollins Wilson Nashville, TN
Jonathan Scott Yates Nashville, TN

PROFESSIONAL STUDIES
Antoinette Bostic Nashville, TN
Autumn Natheena Flowers Dungee La Vergne, TN
Toni N. Good Lexington, TN
Natasha Marquez Hendersonville, TN
Dena K. Stackpole Ringgold, GA
Jemik R. Walton Madison, TN
Joy Loruth Woodard Nashville, TN

COLLEGE OF LIFE AND
PHYSICAL SCIENCES

Dr. Lonnie Sharpe
Interim Dean

____________________________________________________________
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

BIOLOGY
Tyonna L. Bailey Nashville, TN
Chelcee B. Binder Black Jack, MO
Danielle K. Borlay Nashville, TN
Ryan Anthony Bracy Southfield, MI
Erin T. Clark Millington, TN
Angela Curtis Nashville, TN
Jazz Ana Ophelia Fields Antioch, TN
Jessica Alexandrea Fuqua Nashville, TN
Haidy Gabra Nashville, TN
Hillary Rose Hargrave Collierville, TN
Joshua Lameer Higginbottom Memphis, TN
Bita Khastar La Vergne, TN
Elyse Marie Lang Harrison Township, MI
Bertha P. Lara Spring Hill, TN
Christine Mba Memphis, TN
Brittinee Merriweather Austell, GA
Alima Moshud Tavares, FL
Jaela Lanae Payne Indianapolis, IN
Chloe Lenise Petty Chicago, IL
Michelle Darnielle Phillips Gary, IN
Teryka Kiana Dominique Satcher Clarksville, TN
Lexis Rashae Scudder Alcoa, TN
Shamekia Shaw Memphis, TN
Alicia L. Simmons West Point, MS
Dalancee Jean Trabue Indianapolis, IN
Terrill Anton Wakefield Millington, TN
Cochilla Lee-Ann Wright Mableton, GA

CHEMISTRY
Renner Antwi Nashville, TN
Devonte R. Bradley Jackson, TN
Iesha D. Brown Chicago, IL
Tyona Lumbria Caldwell Memphis, TN
Keandria D. Craft Memphis, TN
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Hanan E. Estfanous Nashville, TN
Hlbeen F. Galnasky Nashville, TN
Treasure L. Giddens Detroit, MI
Paige E. Harlin Findlay, IL
Sara Z. Jamal Nashville, TN
Iman Elijah McCrary Jackson, TN
Shania M. Richardson Olive Branch, MS
Sha’Kendria Summers Olive Branch, MS
Hitesh Vaishnav Nashville, TN
Kierra Ware Detroit, MI
Nicole Renee Wilson Buffalo, NY

MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES
Samantha Melissa Deal Kingston Springs, TN
William Edgington Brentwood, TN
Arnel I. Smith Memphis, TN

COLLEGE OF
PUBLIC SERVICE
Dr. Michael Harris

Dean
____________________________________________________________

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE____________________________________________________________

SOCIAL WORK
Brandi J. Bonds Millington, TN
Rikki A. Boyd Nashville, TN
Kathy D. Brimm Smyrna, TN
Alycia E. Caruthers Antioch, TN
Khadija S. Cates Ripley, TN
Tieara Lynn Falls Nashville, TN
Jeremiah T. Frazier Memphis, TN
Jasmine N. Goldsberry Hermitage, TN
Koryan Yumbonnie Isom Nashville, TN
Ashley Nicole Johnson Memphis, TN
Laquita Jones Memphis, TN
Hazhen I. Kucher Nashville, TN
Kendria Le’Ann LaBoard Smyrna, TN
Jazzi Laster Smyrna, TN
Karen Luna Nashville, TN
Jalisa Autumn McBee Memphis, TN
Bobby Lewis Morrow Clarksville, TN
Peter Myles Nashville, TN
Alexis Gabriella Ridley Lenexa, KS
Antonia D. Snowden Madison, TN
Lauren Elizabeth Torp-Pedersen Hermitage, TN
Tonii Li’Brenda-Cordia Tucker Memphis, TN

SOCIOLOGY
Sarah Anderson Nashville, TN
Aliyah L. Burnett Belleville, IL
Erin T. Clark Millington, TN
Aerial Johnson Minneapolis, MN
Marlycia Johnson Rockford, IL
Chaunkiyja Janay Lane Nashville, TN
Ariel R. Lee Madison, TN
Jessica D. Likely Mobile, AL
Antwonika Lapearl Murphy Memphis, TN
Adrian J. Prather Nashville, TN
Hannah Michelle Rule Franklin, TN
Ramie Siler Madison, TN
Lanesha Washington Clarksville, TN
Jazmine A. Wiggins Goodlettsville, TN
Keturah Marianni Javair Wilson Washington, DC

URBAN STUDIES 
Shakayla L. Brown Memphis, TN
Alisha S. Lane Antioch, TN
Ronae Evette Marshall Independence, MO
Shane Morris Knoxville, TN
Tatyana Pippins Morristown, TN
Matthew Kain Taylor Nashville, TN
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ReunionCelebration Participants

Vintagers are Tennessee State University alumni who graduated from the institution at least 
40 years ago, and return to their alma mater each spring commencement and hold different 
functions over the celebration weekend. Vintagers celebrating their 50-year class reunion 

dress in gold caps and gowns, and join the ceremony to relive their graduation day.

Ms. Lottie McCollum Adams
Ms. Brenda Alford
Ms. Rose Carter Ballard
Ms. Mary S. Boyd
Ms. Terressa Fells Brown
Ms. Victoria Williams Brown
Ms. Mary Carver-Patrick
Ms. Claudean Cooper Clariette
Mr. Dennis Craig
Ms. Ethel Wilson Craig
Mr. Kenneth Dollar (Ret. Col.)
Ms. Jeraldyne Patrick Dorsey
Mr. Charles A. East
Ms. Ingrid Britton Fuller, A.B.D.
Mr. Joseph Hambrite
Ms. Eunice Roland Jackson
Ms. Martha T. Judge
Mr. Julius C. Lee
Ms. Ella Williams Ligon
Ms. LaMona Prince McCarter
Mr. Kenneth McDonald

Mr. Lee McGriggs
Mr. Delmar K. Mitchell
Dr. Edith Peterson Mitchell
Ms. Wanda Brown Williams Morant
Ms. Violet R. Parker
Ms. Gwendolyn Hunter Patrick
Ms. Pamela J. Peters, Ph.D., Rev.
Ms. Doris Peaks Petway
Dr. Judith Johnson Presley
Ms. Harriet Dotson Smith
Ms. Quintella Gideon Smith
Ms. Loretta Henderson Stewart
Ms. Ali Maxwell Taylor 
Ms. Gladis Thomas
Mr. George H. Thompson, Esq. 
Ms. Martha Smythe Thompson
Ms. Ethel M. Van Buren
Ms. Thelma Vestal
Dr. Phillip G. Walton
Ms. Barbara Jean Love White
Ms. Ruth Thomas Young

Congratulations to the Class of 1969 on celebrating
their Golden year class reunion. 

Tennessee State University also congratulates our Vintagers celebrating milestone 
reunion years from the classes of: 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 1974 and 1979.
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Commencement Committee

University Marshals
	 Dr. Oscar Miller, Chief Marshal	 College of Public Service
	 Mr. William Hayslett	 College of Agriculture 
	 Dr. Xiaofei Wang	 College of Agriculture
	 Dr. Chunxing Fan	 College of Business
	 Dr. Nicole (Kendall) Arrighi	 College of Education
	 Dr. Carole de Casal	 College of Education
	 Dr. Eleni Elder	 College of Education
	 Dr. Sujata Guha 	 College of Engineering
	 Dr. Samantha Morgan-Curtis	 College of Liberal Arts
	 Dr. Learotha Williams	 College of Liberal Arts
	 Dr. Gregory Clark	 Division of Enrollment Management
	
	

Dr. John Cade, Chair 
Mr. John Cross
Dr. Robert Elliott
Mr. Emmanuel Freeman
Ms. Felina Freeman
Mr. Thomas Graham
Ms. Cassandra Griggs
Dr. Karen Gupton
Ms. Thelria Hardaway
Dr. Gloria Johnson   

Dr. Curtis Johnson
Dr. Reginald McDonald
Mr. Michael McLendon 
Dr. Oscar Miller
Dr. Alisa L. Mosley 
Officer Henry Perry 
Ms. Shelia Riley  
Ms. Kelli Sharpe 
Mr. Frank Stevenson
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Mace and Standard Bearer
Dr. Oscar Miller

Professor of Sociology and Department Head
Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Urban Professions

College of Public Service and Urban Affairs

Announcer
Mr. Marc Payne

Instructor
Department of Communications

College of Liberal Arts

Program Notes
•	 Photographs: Guests are requested to refrain from taking photographs during the exercises.
•	 The audience is requested to remain seated during the Academic Procession and Recession.
•	 The assembly is requested to stand for the Alma Mater.
•	 Interpreters are provided by the university for hearing-impaired members of the audience. They are seated 

near the front of the stage on the second level of the gym.
•	 This program is not an official graduation list. It lists students who were eligible to participate in the graduation 

ceremonies pending the outcome of final examinations and final grades. Therefore, it should not be used to 
determine a student’s academic or degree status.

•	 Candidates: Any display of disruptive behaviors--stumping, dancing, etc.--on stage or in the audience will not 
be tolerated. No talking on cell phones. All phones must be turned off! Failure to comply with these University 
rules will necessitate the removal of the graduate from the ceremony, and other possible consequences.

•	 Audience: Please turn off cell phones, keep the noise level to a minimum, and do not display behaviors that 
disrupt the ceremony (bull horns, signs, whistles are prohibited).
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Alma Mater
In the land of golden sunshine

By the Cumb’rland’s fertile shore.
Stands a school for greatest service

One that we adore
Alma Mater, how we love thee,

Love thy white and blue
May we strive to meet Thy mandates

With faith that’s true.

Many come to Thee for knowledge,
Come from East, North, South and West.

For they know that Thou dost offer
Such a rich bequest.

Alma Mater, all Thy children
Worship at They shrine;

May the God of nations bless thee
With gifts divine.

Send forth sons both strong and valiant,
Send forth daughters wise and true.

Filled with hope and dauntless courage
Motives sane and true.

Alma Mater, kindly mother
Smile on Tennessee

May she lift her head toward Heaven
Honor Country, God and Thee.
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Notes & Autographs
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Notes & Autographs
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